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ANNOUNCEMENT.

HEADQUARTERS First Iowa CAVALRY ASSOCIATION.
Cepar Rarivs, Iowa, Aveust 10th. 1890.

At a meeting of the Association held at Cedar Rapids September 23d.
1886, the following resolution was offered and adopted by a rising vote:

*+ Resolved, That the most hearty thanks of the Association are due
and are hereby tendered to Dr. Chas. H. Lothrop. for his most diligent
efforts and good services in thus far w)lle'('ting material for and compil-
ing the history of the Regiment, and that he he encouraged and assisted
by all means within our power in his good work. and that he be and
is appointed Regimental Historian.”

The Association at the reunion at Ottwinwa. after listening to the
report of Surgeon Lothrop. appointed him chairman of a committee to
publish the history of the Regiment, a work upon which he had spent
so much labor. Upon the death of Surgeon Lothrop. the work was
taken up and completed by his beloved wife, Virginia Lothrop. We
cannot command language to express our gratitude to this noble
woman ; and while we, on behalf of the Association. extend to her the
thanks of the veterans who once composed the First lowa Cavalry. we
assure her that she will always be remembered by the ‘:boys™” the
Doctor loved so well and in whose interest he always laboved.

H. S. HEBERLING, President.
PurL. H. Franois, Seeretary.

Vi<0S650






GENERAL PREFACE.

EARLY THIRTY YEARS have come and gone since the First
N Regiment Jowa Cavalry Volunteers engaged in the suppression
of the most gigantic and unholy rebellion that ever crushed any nation
on the earth. The part it took in its suppression will ever occupy one
of the brightest pages of our country’s history of that unholy strife
from 1861 to 1865.

The members of the organization were composed of young men. etc.
Nothing omitted. ete.

He sends it forth Cbmmending it with his kindest wishes to those who
bore the brunt of battle, march, fatigue, ete., with him, and whose

friendship he will ever cherish.
The members of the First Jowa Cavalry Veteran Volunteers.

Assistance of wife.

Here my beloved husband and your dear comrade laid down his pen,
and I may truthfully say his life, in the service of those comrades he
loved so well.

For six years he labored almost constantly in his endeavors to collect
material, sparing no expense, and in his zeal overtaxing his strength.
He completed the manuscript—with the exception of Detached Service

Reports, Personal Sketches, Promotions, Preface. ete.,—so0 as to be able
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to present the result of his labors to his comrades at Milwaukee and
Ottumwa, and looked forward to these ‘¢ Reunions” with much pleasure
and pride. He felt that he had done well, and few have any conception
of how difficult and laborious the work was that had been assigned to
him as Historian of the Regiment.

His »disappointment in not being able to meet you at Ottumwa was
great and keen, for he yearned with the anticipation of full joy to clasp
the hands of his old comrades. 'The action taken by the Association.
however, cheered and encouraged him, and as soon as he was able to
dictate he issued a call to the committee appointed to make some ar-
rangement to meet, asking them to be his guests, and was again happy
in anticipation. s

Only one of them, Judge Stutsman, paid it the slightest attention.
He waited six weeks, or longer, and issued another call. All replied
save Captain Dilley.

The replies reminded us forcibly of the feast we read of in Holy Writ :
¢« And they all with one accord began to make excuse.” It was too
much for his deeply sensitive nature, in his enfeebled condition, to
bear—this non-appreciation of his labor of love—and he died.

Unknown to him, 1 had added a postscript to his first call: -- Beg-
ging them to make some speedy arrangement, as his anxiety was
retarding his recovery.” 1 was begging for his life. He then
wrote to President Heberling, who immediately responded, and came
out from Chicago. When he arrived the Doctor was already very ill ;
but he explained everything to President Heberling, interviewed the
publisher, ete.

President Heberling left with the intention of returning in ten days
with Secretary Francis. After he left the Doctor was perfectly content
and said, ‘‘It is all right—now the ¢boys’ will have the History.”

President Heberling and Secretary Francis came on the 4th of Feb-
ruary, but he could not speak to them; his heart was too full. A flash
of joy passed over his countenance and he held out both his hands to
them. Two days after he entered into rest: ¢ Victor over Death and

pain.”
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You have the History : I feel that it has been bought with a price.
Had he lived, there were corrections and additions to be made. Had
he lived, it is hardly possible there should have been no mistakes in
such a work, and with him passed away all knowledge of many of the

corrections that should have been made.

Many will be disappointed in the work, expecting more personal
mention. To name them all would be impossible, and where there

were s0 many brave, to omit any would be invidious.

He wrote the History of the Regiment.

Very sincerely,

VIRGINIA LOTHROP.
Lyoxns, Iowa, Aveust 15th, 1890.
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HISTORY

OF THE

First Towa Covalry Veteran Volunteers.

1861-62.

OR A PERIOD of more than forty years the principles of
nullification, State sovereignty and disunion, with the
flattering sentiment of Southern supremacy. had been instilled
into the minds of the people of the southern portion of this
republic by their dishonest and unscrupulous leaders, until rule
or ruin had become the dominant idea of these misguided peo-
ple, and treason, the legitimate offspring of such teaching, had
hecome so developed that it culminated in an onslaught upon
the nation’s existence in an attack upon Fort Sumter, April
12th, 1861.

This treason was developing, and had increased to such an
extent, that in 1854 that renowned scholar and poet, Albert
Pike, of Arkansas, (who with sorrow be it said afterward es-
poused the cause of the so-called Southern Confederacy,) with
prophetic ken saw the inevitable in the course pursued, and.
warned his people of the disastrous result in the following terse
and emphatic language :



HISTORY OF FIRST IOWA CAVALRY.

«« Aye, shout! 'Tis the day of your pride.
Ye despots and tyrants of earth!
Tell your serfs the American name to deride,
And to rattle their fetters in mirth.
Ay, shout! for the League of the ¥Free
Is about to be shivered to dust,
And the rent limbs to fall from the vigorous tree.
Wherein liberty put her firm trust.
Shout! shout! for more firmly established will be
Your thrones and dominions beyond the blue sea.

¢+« Laugh on! for such folly supreme
The world has never yet beheld,
And ages to come will the history deem
A tale by antiquity swelled ;
For nothing that Time has upbuilt
And set in the annals of crime,
So stupid and senseless, so wretched in guilt,
Darkens sober tradition or rhyme. :
It will be, like the fable of Eblis’ fall,
A by-word of mocking and horror to all,

«« Ye mad, who would 'rase out your name
From the League of the Proud and the Free.
And a pitiful, separate sovereignty claim,
Like a line wave flung off from the sea;
Oh, pause ere you plunge in the chasm
That yawns in your treacherous way !
Ere Freedom, convulsed with one terrible spasm,
Desert you for ever and aye!
Pause! think! ere the earthquake astonish your soul,
And the thunders of war thro’ your green valleys roll!

“ (ood God! what a title, what name
Will history give to your crime ?
In the deepest abyss of dishonor and shame
Ye will writhe till the last hour of time,
As braggarts who forged their own chains,
Pulled down what their brave fathers built,
And tainted the blood in their children’s young veins
With the poison of slavery and guilt;
And Freedom’s bright heart be hereafter, tenfold,
For your folly and fall, more discouraged and cold.

<« What flag shall float over the fires
And smoke of your fratricide war,
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Instead of the stars and broad stripes of your sires?
A lone, pale, flickering star,

With a thunder-cloud veiling its glow
As it faints away into the sea:

Will the Eagle’s wing shelter and shield you? Ah, no!
His wing shelters only the free.

Miscall it, disguise it, boast, cant as you will,

You are traitors, misled by your mad leaders still.

¢ Turn, turn then! Cast down in your might

The pilots that sit at the helm !

Steer, steer your proud ship from the gulf which dark night
And treason and fear overwhelm !

Turn back !---from your mountains and glens,
From your swamps, from the rivers and sea,

From forest and precipice, cavern and den,
Where your brave fathers bled to be free.

From the graves where those glorious patriots lie

Re-echoes the warning, ‘Turn back, or ye die!’”

But the monster would not down. In 1856, Charles Sum-
ner, a Senator from Massachusetts, was struck down by ¢
Southern ruffian in the Senate chamber of the United States.
for daring to give utterance to opinions hostile to the Southern
slaveholding oligarchy.

In 1859 the institution of slavery was shaken to its very
foundation by a handful of men led by that apostle of freedon.
John Brown, and from that day, December 2d, 1859, when he
expiated upon the gallows his unlawful attempt of insurrec-
tion, slavery could not have been more dead than it was at the
end of the slaveholders’ rebellion.

In 1860 the late Judge Shepley, of Maine, a delegate to the
National Democratic Convention, stung to the quick by the
arrogant attitude of the South, quoted in his speech before the
Convention, after casting the unanimous vote of his delegation
for the late Stephen A. Douglas for President, the following
lines from the old Scottish bard:

- There are hills beyond Pentland, and land beyond Forth ;
If there's lords in the Southland, there’s chiefs in the North.”
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This attitude of the South attracted the attention of not only
the North, but the whole ecivilized world was waiting to know
if in its extreme fear, folly and desperation, it would initiate a
fratricidal war in order to perpetuate a most fearful crime
against liberty and humanity. << Whom the gods wish to de-

stroy they first make mad.”

Heretofore confined to wordy, in-
solent speeches and ignoble resolutions, these people proceeded
to overt rebellion by assaulting the flag of our country, April
12th, 1861. That day the traitor guns of South Carolina were
turned upon Fort Sumter in the harbor of Charleston. After
making a heroic defense, and with a parting salute to the old
flag, a little band of United States soldiers commanded by
Major Robert Anderson, constituting its garrison. surrendered
to the traitor hordes of South Carolina.

The telegraph announced the fact as soon as the act was per-
petrated, and the entire population of the loyal North with
stern determination resolved to punish this high-handed out-
rage. Civil war was inaugurated, and the beginning of a sor-
row which was about to enter almost every household of this
great and prosperous republic, and leave within its portals,
tears, heart-sobs, suffering, disease and death for years to come,
was present with us. It was the beginning of a sorrow the
vastness of which could not be comprehended, for the reason
that history in all the revolving years of time does not furnish
a parallel.

At this trying time President Lincoln issued a proclamation
to the Governors of the several States, calling for 75,000 men
to rally for the defense of home, liberty, and an undivided
country. There came a most magnificent and holy response
from every city and hamlet in the North. All the peaceful
avocations of life were essentially abandoned, and men of all
conditions and circumstances, and loyal women too, with burst-
ing hearts and brimful eyes, made immediate response to the
wailing ery of the imperilled republic. The response of the
then young State of Towa was grand, magnificent. She was in
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the front ranks—a position she ever after maintained during
this long and eventful struggle for national existence. Her
soldiers were found upon almost every battle field and among
the ¢ bravest of the brave.”” Her fair women, with throb-
bing, bursting hearts, but with a bravery, devotion and self sac-
rifice exceeding that of the men, sent their husbands, sons,
fathers, brothers and loved ones to the front, bidding them to
be true and faithful to home, country and God. While I
speak thus of the patriotism of the people of Iowa, far be it
from me to cast any reflections, in the slightest degree, upon
the people of the other States of the loyal North. Every State
was intent upon the preservation of the Union, and the out-
bursts of a free people in the defense of liberty were supremely
grand. It was from such patriotisin, from such devotion to
country, that Freedom drew her inspiration :

C ¢ When from her mountain he.ight

She unfurled her standard to the air,

She tore the azure robe of night
And set the stars of glory there.”

» On April 16th our old War Governor, Samuel J. Kirkwood,
““received the following telegram from Simon Cameron, Secre-
tary of War: ¢ Call made on you by to-night’s mail for one
regiment of militia for immediate service:’ and on the 17th
Governor Kirkwood issued his proclamation for one regiment
of volunteer infantry. So prompt was the response that on
the first day of May the regiment was in rendezvous at Keokuk
waiting for arms.  Companies had been rapily formed in almost
all parts of the State, and there was bitter disappointment ex-
pressed when, upon making application to become a portion of
it, they were informed that but one regiment had been called
for and it was now complete. Notwithstanding this disappoint-
ment on the part of the citizens, the organization of companies
continued. The attack upon Fort Sumter had aroused the
martial spirit of the people to a white heat, and Towa became

one vast rendezvous for citizen soldiery.
3
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In the meantime the rebellion had assumed more formidable
proportions, and on May 8d, 1861, another proclamation was
issued by President Lincoln calling for ¢ forty-two thousand
and thirty-four volunteers, to. serve for a period of three years
unless sooner discharged, and to be mustered into the service as
infantry and cavalry.”” This proclamation was the first call for
troops for three years’ service, and under it the First Cavalry
was organized. ~ Prior to this time several cavalry companies
had been organized, and the men composing them were from a
large section of the State : from Allamakee and Winneshiek in
the north to Lee and Decatur counties in the south. These
several companies, (ten companies at that time being the re-
quired number to eonstitute a cavalry regiment,) were accepted:
by the State June 13th, 1861, and ordered into quarters by Gov-
ernor Kirkwood July 18th, 1861. A few of the companies had
been in quarters prior to this time: notably one company at
Lyons, afterward Company B, went into quarters May 1st;
one company at Ottumwa, afterward Company I, went into
quarters May 6th; one company at MeGregor, afterward
Company K, May 15th ; and one company at Iowa City, after-
ward Company F, was organized April 15th, but the date of
going into quarters, before ordered by the Governor, is not
known.

A short history of the organization of these companies will
not be here inappropriate.

Company A.

Company A was enrolled in the county of Lee and organized
at Keokuk.

In the spring of 1861 Captain A. G. McQueen, afterward
Lieutenant Colonel, commeneced the organization of a cavalry
company. It was soon organized, and at the request of Cap-
tain McQueen, W. M. G. Torrence, afterward Major of the
regiment and Colonel of the Thirtieth Towa Infantry, was
selected as Captain. At the election of officers Torrence was
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elected Captain ; Charles E. Moss, afterward Lieutenant Colo-
nel, First, and R. M. Reynolds, afterward Captain of the com-
pany, Second Lieutenants. While Captain, McQueen preferred
to be a ‘¢ high-private’” in the rear rank. Upon the acceptance
of the regiment by the State the company very suddenly be-
came reduced to a ‘‘skeleton.” In a short time, however,
through the energetic efforts of Captain Torrence, McQueen
and D. A. Kerr, afterward Adjutant, and severely wounded in
an engagement with Quantrell’s guerillas, near Pleasant Hill,
Missouri, the depleted ranks were filled. At this time Me-
Queen was elected First Lieutenant. Some few had again been
““taken sick’ and their places filled by new recruits. The
company was finally organized with W. M. G. Torrence Cap-
tain, A. G. McQueen First and R. M. Reynolds Second Lieu-
tenants.

The men comprising the company were principally from Lee,
Van Buren and Decatur counties, while a few were from Han-
cock county, Hlinois. It went into quarters June 13th, and in
obedience to orders from the Governor it left July 27th for its
rendezvous at Burlington, on which oceasion ¢ the citizens of
Keokuk turned out to bid the company good-bye. The City
Rifles, under Captain W. W. Belknap, and the Keokuk Cav-
alry, under Captain Sample, as escort, marched up to the cor-
ner of Main and Fourth streets, where Company A was in line.
On behalf of the ladies of Keokuk, Hon. Samuel F. Miller pre-
sented a flag to the company, on receiving which Captain Tor-
rence replied: ¢We thank the ladies for this beautiful flag,
and we will defend it to the last, and when it shall be trailed in
the dust my wife will be a widow and my children orphans.’
Escorted by the City Rifles and Sample’s Cavalry, the line of
march was down Main street to Second, and then out on the
Montrose road, to Burlington. They camped that night at
Denmark, where they remained over Sunday, and on Monday
morning reached Burlington,”” (July 29th,) and were mustered
into the United States service July 30th, 1861.
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Company B.
THE ‘“HAWKEYE RANGERS.”

In the early spring of 1861 Judge William E. Leffingwell
commenced the organization of a company at Lyons. A nu-
cleus of a company was also formed at De Witt in the early
days of April, meeting at the law office of Samuel S. Burdett,
a young attorney of that place. About the 1st day of May
members of this De Witt contingent visited Lyons for the pur-
pose of uniting with the Liyons company and forming a perma-
nent organization. The organization was perfected, to which
the name of ‘¢ Hawkeye Rangers’’ was given, with Judge Wil-
liam E. Leflingwell as Captain; Samuel S. Burdett, after-
ward Captain of the company, First, and Charles M. Baldwin
Second Lieutenants Soon afterward, however, Baldwin be-
came ‘‘sick” and ¢‘dropped out.”” William H. DeFreest was
elected to fill the vacancy.

The members of this company were principally from Clinton
and Jackson counties, a few from Morrison, Illinois, and other
few from the State of Wisconsin. They were all hardy, robust
young men. The Adjutant General’s report shows that not a
man was rejected by the mustering officer when this company
was mustered into the United States service. A few of the
members were in quarters as early as the first of May, 1861.
The company went into quarters in the brick block on the south
side of Main street, near the corner of Second street, and the
dgill in the ¢t school of the trooper’” became regular. On the
24th of July, orders having been previously received from Gov-
ernor Kirkwood to rendezvous at Burlington, our ‘¢ Rangers’’
were marched to the public square, and amidst a large con-
course of citizens a very handsome standard of blue silk,
trimmed with red and white silk fringe, was presented to the
company by the ladies of Lyons—Lyman A. Ellis, Esq., mak-
ing the presentation speech, which was responded to by First
Lieutenant S. S. Burdett and Judge W. E. Leffingwell, Cap-
tain of the company. On one side of the standard were thirty-
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tour gold stars, with the word Hawk and representation of an
eye, followed by the word Rangers, indicating the name of the
company, ¢ Hawkeye Rangers.”” On the reverse were thirty-
four gold stars, with the representation of a hawk, on an ob-
long ground work, with the inscription, ¢ We will meet you
on the Border.”” After the speeches of presentation and re-
sponses the Rangers were dismissed, and the excited citizens,
dispersing into small groups, discussed the disastrous results of
the war ¢¢ within the last few days.”” The standard was care-
fully preserved by Captain Leffingwell until he left the service;
he then gave it to Isaac Rhodes, now of De Witt, Towa, a mem-
ber of the company, who now has it in his possession. On
Thursday morning, July 25th, the De Witt portion of the com-
mand having arrived the day before, the Rangers left Lyons
amid the cheering of the citizens for their rendezvous at Bur-
lington, reaching De Witt on the evening of the same day,
where they received an ovation. They left the next morning
and arrived at Muscatine at ten o'clock that night. Stopping
at Wapello on the night of the 27th, they reached Burlington
about five o’clock P. M. on the 28th. They were mustered into
the United States service on the 31st of July.

The following in reference to this company is from the Lyons
City Advocate, July 27th, 1861:

Captain Leffingwell, having succeeded in getting his men equipped,
and all furnished with horses, left here on Thursday morning last for
Burlington, where the regiment of cavalry are to rendezvous and be
mustered into the service of the United States previous to starting for
Washington. It is a task of no small magnitude for a man to raise and
procure equipments for a company, without the aid of either the State
or the general Government, but this has been accomplished by Captain
Leffingwell, and he has the first full company of equipped cavalry in
the State, numbering ninety-eight strong and hardy men including
officers.

Our young ladies, never idle in times like these, had collected the
means and purchased a beautiful flag, which was presented to the Ran-
gers on Thursday evening last on the public square, in the presence of
a large number of our citizens. Rev. Kynett had been selected by the
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ladies to make the presentation, but being called away, L. A. Ellis, Esq.,
took his place, and upon the Rangers being drawn up in line made a
very handsome speech. He spoke of the loyalty of all the citizens of
the North to the Government, of their desire to sustain it as it had
been handed down to them, and above all of their cherished love for
the stars and stripes, the flag of the country. He spoke about fifteen
minutes, when he closed and passed over the beautiful banner to the
company.

First Lieutenant Burdett received the flag in behalf of the company,
and replied to Mr. Ellis in a short but neat and appropriate speech.
(We expected to have published the speeches, but failed to get them in
time for this issue.)

The remarks were listened to by the large crowd of spectators with
much interest and attention, and upon their close the flag was passed
over to the standard bearer of the company, three cheers given for the
Rangers and three for their officers. The Rangers replied by three
cheers for the young ladies of Lyons, and six more for her citizens. In
passing over the flag Captain Leffingwell affirmed by the uplifted hand,
and called upon his men, each one of whom did the same, that entrusted
to them it should never be disgraced or surrendered.

The flag is made of blue silk, bound around with red and white
fringe. Thirty-four gilt stars are upon either side of it. One side
bears the name of the company with a large painted eye instead of the
word, and on the other a beautiful hawk is painted bearing in his tal-
ons the motto of the company, « We will meet you on the Border.” It
was tastily mounted, and we have no doubt is highly prized by the
whole company.

The company then marched to their quarters to spend their last
night in our city and prepare for an early start in the morning and
their departure for Burlington.

At an early hour on Thursday morning the bugle sounded the assem-
bly, and in a very short time the barracks were astir with the prepara-
tions for departure. Our citizens, also, congregated en masse to see
them off. The baggage wagon was packed and started, and at eight
o’clock the company mounted and took up their line of march for Bur-
lington, where they are ordered to rendezvous on Monday next at nine
o’clock A. M. The Fulton brass band headed the column and accompa-
nied them some distance from the city. There was but one attempt at
cheering that we heard upon their departure, the feelings of the people
being entirely too much wrought up to indulge in a hearty cheer.
Fathers, mothers, brothers, sisters, wives and children were looking,
perhaps for the last time, upon the manly forms passing before them.
and sympathy for them and for the soldiers was plainly written upon
every countenance. With the disastirous results of the last few days in
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full recollection, all felt that the going forth to war was no trifling
matter, and none could help feeling and fearing that many passing be-
fore them then would never return to their homes and friends ; but that
it might be otherwise we have no doubt many a spontaneous and ear-
nest prayer ascended to the throne of grace as they passed out of sight
down Sixth street to take the road for De Witt.

Thus is another hundred stout hands and brave hearts added to the
defense of the country, and we take occasion to predict here that if that
company meet the enemies of the Constitution and the Union upon
the field of battle, such enemies will have cause to remember the
Hawkeye Rangers, of Lyons, lowa. They are as sturdy a set of men
as ever vaulted into a saddle, and not one of them, in our opinion, will
ever show the white feather to an enemy, and if they do it will not be
by the knowledge or consent of their commander. Brave almost to a
fault, he has encountered every discouragement in the getting up of
his company with a determination that has borne down every obstacle,
until on Thursday morning last he marched forth at the head of as well
an appointed company as there is in the volunteer service. Qur citi-
zens are justly proud of the company and its commander, and parted
with them with real heartfelt regrets. At De Witt they were to be
treated to a public dinner Thursday afternoon, which would undoubt-
edly be enjoyed after a twenty mile ride on horseback.

Previous to starting a large number of towels and other necessaries,
the proceeds of a picnic last week, were distributed among the men.

Comraxy C.

Company C was enrolled in the counties of Des Moines,
Louisa and Lee, and organized at Burlington and went into
" quarters, by order of Governor Kirkwood, June 18th, 1861,
with Levi Chase, afterward Major, as Captain ; Benjamin Ra-
ney First and Albert F. Dean Second Lieutenants. W. E.
Chamberlain, afterward Major, was the leading spirit in the
formation of this company. It was largely made up of
young men from eighteen to twenty-five years of age.” It
was mustered into the United States service‘July 31st, 1861.
No further information as to the formation of this company has
been received.

Company D.
Company D was enrolled in the counties of Warren and
Madison, and organized with P. Gad Bryan as Captain, after-
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ward Major and Lieutenant Colonel; James D. Jenks. after-
ward Captain and Major, First Lieutenant, and William R.
Shiver Second Lieutenant, afterward First Lieutenant. The
company went into quarters June 13th, and was mustered into
the United States service July 81st, 1861. No further infor-
mation as to the formation of this company has been received.

Company E.

Company E was enrolled in Henry county, and organized at
Mt. Pleasant, with William Thompson as Captain, afterward
Major and Colonel ; William P. McClure First Lieutenant, and
Thomas Bereman Second Lieutenant, afterward Captain and
Major.  Captain Thompson was the leading spirit in the organ-
ization of this company. It went into quarters June 13th, and
was mustered into the United States service July 81st, 1861.
No further information as to the formation of this company has
been received.

Company F.

The < Iowa City Cavalry Company’’ was enrolled princi-
pally in the counties of Johnson and Washington, and organ-
ized at Towa City, with James O. Gower as Captain, afterward
Major and Colonel ; J. R. Elliott First and P. E. Shaver Sec-
ond Licutenants. The following history as to the organization
has been furnished by Surgeon M. B. Cochran: ¢ On the
28th of March, 1861, a meeting was held in Mendenhall’s hall,
Towa City, to take measures to organize a company of cavalry.
The meeting adjourned to the 15th of April, when another
meeting was held in Market hall. Thirty-five names were en-
rolled and an organization was completéd. J. O. Gower wag
chosen Captain, J. W. Porter First Lieutenant, John Borland
Second Lieutenant, and J. R. Elliott Orderly Sergeant. The
company met for drill regularly from that time until it was
ordered into quarters by the Governor. Some of the original
members left the company, and many other names were added
to the roll, and a reorganization was effected before final muster
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into the United States service. J. R. Elliott was chosen First
and P. E. Shaver Second Lieutenants.”> On the 1st day of
August it was mustered into the United States service. The
muster roll of the company for the month of August, 1861,
shows that the company left Iowa City July 27th, and marched
for Camp Warren, Burlington, a distance of eighty miles, ar-
riving at Camp Warren July 29th, at nine A. M., ‘“in accord-
ance with the orders of the Governor of the State of Iowa.”
Cosrany G,
THE ‘* HARDIN RANGERS,”
Was enrolled principally in the counties of Hardin, Dubuque,
Blackhawk, Jones and Delaware, and organized at Eldora, with
James D. Thompson Captain, H. H. Heath First and K. S.
Foster Second Lieutenants. The following history of the or-
ganization is taken from Surgeon Cochran’s historical sketch of
the regiment: - After the fall of Fort Sumter a meeting was
held at Eldora. and it was there deeided to raise and mount a
company of cavalry, to be known as the Hardin Rangers, and
tender their services to the Government. J. D. Thompson was
elected Captain, J. Edgington and L. E. Campbell First and
Second Lieutenants, and E. S. Foster Orderly Sergeant. There
was no trouble in securing men, but it was not so easy to pro-
cure horses. Each man had to furnish his own horse, and, as
many of the men were not able to do this, a large number
recruited for the Rangers left the company and joined the
infantry.

““The nucleus of a company had been formed in Dubuque by
H. H. Heath, and Captain Thompson proceeded to that place
to arrange for a consolidation, which resulted in the organiza-
tion of Company G, with J. D. Thompson as Captain, H. H.
Heath as First Lieutenant, L. E. Campbell as Second Lieuten-
ant, and J. M. Simeral Orderly Sergeant. About that time a
call was made for a regiment of cavalry from Towa. Informa-
tion was received from Washington that the Government would

furnish horses to all who could not supply themselves. and the
4
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company was rapidly filled. The Hardin county portion of the
company moved to Burlington via Ottumwa, and at Eddyville
joined Company H, while the Dubuque portion moved by hoat
to Burlington. Lieutenant Campbell did not respond when
the order came to move, and E. S. Foster was chosen Second
Lieutenant on arriving at Burlington.” It went into quarters
June 13th, and was mustered into the United States service
August 1st, 1861.

Company H.

Company H was enrolled in the counties of Monroe and Lu-
cas, and organized at Albia, with Daniel Anderson as Captain,
afterward Major, Lieutenant Colonel and Colonel ; Riley West-
cott First Lieutenant, afterward Captain; and William S.
Whisenand Second Lieutenant, afterward Captain and Major.
It went into quarters June 13th, and was mustered into the
United States service August 5th, 1861. No further informa-
tion as to the organization of this company has been received.

Company L.

Company I was enrolled in the counties of Wapello and Keo-
kuk, (a few were from Hancock county, Illinois,) and organ-
ized at Ottumwa, with J. W. Caldwell as Captain, afterward
Major and Lieutenant Colonel ; Dr. David C. Dinsmore First
Lieutenant, afterward Captain; and W. H. Kitterman Second
Lieutenant. The following history of the organization of the
company is furnished by Lieutenant Joseph H. Springer: <A
short time after the Second Infantry took the field, M. A.
Brown and Kdward F. Lewis, both of Ottumwa, commenced
recruiting a company.  When the call came for a cavalry regi-
ment it was decided that this company should join it. But be-
fore we were ordered into quarters Mr. Brown for some reason
unknown to the writer withdrew, and J. W. Caldwell succeeded
him and eontinued the recruiting. The company was enrolled
to the number of seventy-three men. After arriving at Bur-
lington seven men from Hancock county, Illinois, joined the
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company. While in camp at Burlington the number was in-
creased to one hundred and three men rank and file.” The
company went into quarters May 3d, and was mustered into
the United States service August 3d, 1861. Edward F. Lewis
was rejected because of diseased eyes, and John J. Adams be-
cause of over age.
Comprany K,
THE ‘< UNION RANGERS,”

Was enrolled in the county of Clayton, a portion coming from
Allamakee and Winneshiek counties. It was organized at M-
Gregor, with Robert L. Freeman as Captain; Dr. Thomas H.
Barnes, afterward Captain, First, and Albert L. Freeman Sec-
ond Lieutenants. Captain Freeman was a soldier in the Mexi-
can war, and it was chiefly through his persevering efforts that
the company was organized. Tt went into quarters May 15th,
1861. The following history of the organization of the com-
pany, by Captain Freeman, will be read with interest :

‘“In the spring of 1861 the great question of the day was,
treedom or slavery ; the dissolution of the Union and separation
of the South from the North ; even war was freely and openly
discussed ; but no one really believed that we would be plunged
into a struggle that would endanger the existence of the hest
government on earth. When lo! the first guns from Fort
Sumter, as they reverberated over this broad land, could not
have created more astonishment than the morning sun as it
broke over the world for the first time, and admonished us that
war, actual war, was upon us with all its horrors.

‘* The writer of this epistle was quietly and methodically pur-
suing his way in order to hew out his fortune, in the little ham-
let of McGregor, on the border of the Mississippi river, in the
State of Iowa, when a call for 75,000 men came from our
lamented President Lincoln. Thinking my services might be of
some little value, I commenced the formation of a company. A
drum and fife were brought into requisition. The streets were
daily paraded. The usual ragtag and bobtail of followers and
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boys trooped after the music. A company roster was made
out and freely signed. Merchants, lawyers, doctors and arti-
sans all seemed anxious to join. Meetings were held, patriotic
speeches were delivered, in which sixty to ninety days were
allowed to completely annihilate our Southern neighbors and
drive what few of them were left back into the Union. It was
decided to call the company the ¢ Union Rangers,” and your
humble servant was selected to visit the Governor of the State
in order to be incorporated at once into the army and sent to
the front.

««In the meantime the 75,000 call had been filled. The bat-
tle of Bull Run had been fought and lost to us, and another
call had been ordered. The Governor said no cavalry had been
called for from Iowa as yet, but to go back and keep my com-
pany together, as they would certainly be called for. So I
returned and waited patiently day after day, and finally, when
patience was about exhausted, a telegram came notifying me to
hold my company in readiness to report to Colonel Fitz Henry
Warren, First Towa Cavalry, at a moment’s notice.  Then came

consternation in our camp—a general stampede and back-out of
so large a number of the would-be soldiers on paper that it
nearly depleted the company. But by the heroic efforts of
those really in earnest the company was finally made up again
and ready when the call came. The steamer War Eagle was
chartered to carry us to Burlington, where we arrived August
1st, and were mustered into the service of the United States

August 17th, 1861, as Company K, First Iowa Cavalry.™

On the 13th of June the Captains of these ten companies re-
ceived orders from the Governor to hold their companies in
readiness for further orders, and on the 18th of July were or-
dered to rendezvous at Burlington to be mustered into the
United States service. On July 30th the muster in commenced
and continued without delay until all were mustered in.

Prior to this time, (in the latter part of May,) an order from
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the Governor was issued to the officers of the companies then
organized to meet at Ottumwa for the purpose of forming a
regimental organization. The meeting was held June 5th, at
which time Fitz Henry Warren was elected Colonel, Charles E.
Moss Lieutenant Colonel, Edwin W. Chamberlain Major. ~ The
regimental organization commenced at this date, June 5th,
1861.

At an extra session of the Legislature of the State, held
about May 15th, a joint resolution was passed tendering these
ten companies to the Secretary of War as an independent regi-
ment. It was the seeond regiment of cavalry mustered into
the United States service during the rebellion. The First Illi-
nois Cavalry was mustered in a few days before.

In the raising, recruiting, and the acceptance into service of
the regiment, Lieutenant Colonel Charles E. Moss was most in-
defatigable in his efforts, as an extract from a letter from him,
under date of Springfield, Missouri, July 3d, 1885, will show:
«« T issued advertisements, sent out handbills, calling for volun-
teers to fill a regiment, the week we heard of the firing on Fort
Sumter, and in May attended the session of the Legislature and
lobbied through the resolution tendering it to the Government;
and was present, in fact called the meeting at Ottumwa in
June that organized it, secured the commissions for field offi-
cers, and finally procured its acceptance. I sclected ten of the
companies comprising the regiment. Of course I cannot avoid
tecling an intevest in the First Towa boys. My health is not
good, T am getting old, and begin to feel that my race is al-
most run. I would like much to meet my old comrades once
more this side the River, and am living in hope to do so.”

Lieutenant Colonel Moss died recently, (June, 1888,) and
will meet the ** Boys of the Old First’* he so kindly held in re-
membrance on the other **side the River.”

By an act of Congress, approved July 29th, the number of
companies constituting a cavalry regiment was inereased to
twelve. This was pleasing intelligence for those who had en-
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listed for the First Cavalry but were unable to obtain admis-
sion because the regiment was filled to its maximum strength.

Arrangements were at once made for the organization of the
two companies, to be designated as Companies L and M.

Company L

Was recruited by Lieutenant H. H. Heath and Sergeant
James M. Simeral, Company G, and Sergeant D. C. McIntyre,
Company B. The men were mostly enrolled in the counties
of Dubuque, Jackson and Jones, coming from nearly the same
localities as that of Company G. The company was organized
with H. H. Heath as Captain; and D. C. Mclntyre, after-
ward Captain, First, and James M. Simeral, afterward First
Lieutenant, Second Licutenants, and was mustered into the
United States service September 23d, 1861. No further in-
formation as to the formation of this company has been re-
ceived.

CompaNy M.
THE < BLACK PLUME RANGERS”

Were composed of many of those men who were unable to
join Company B, and enrolled prineipally in the county of
Clinton. It was organized with W. H. Ankeny as Captain ;
James Crissy First, and James P. Croshy, afterward Captain.
Second Licutenants. It went into quarters September 2d,
and was mustered into the United States service September
12th, 1861, at Davenport.

This company had been recruited for the First Regiment, hut
was not accepted because it already had its complement of ten
companies, and the company had been ordered to Davenport to
beeome a part of the Second Iowa Cavalry. When the order
was received increasing cavalry regiments to twelve companies,
measures were taken which resulted in ordering this company
to Burlington and becoming, in accordance with the original
design of both officers and men, a part of the First Cavalry.
The addition of this company to the regiment completed its
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organization, and it now numbered one thousand and ninety-five
men rank and file. Soon after additional enlistments increased
the number to one thousand two hundred and forty-five.

Upon completing the organization of the field and staff, the
officers were as follows :

Fitz Henry Warren, Colonel.

Charles E. Moss, Lieutenant Colonel.

Edwin E. Chamberlain and James O. Gower, (the latter
promoted from Captain Company F,) Majors.

M. B. Cochran, Surgeon; D. B. Allen, Assistant Surgeon.

James Latham, Chaplain.

Dr. Joseph C. Stone, Adjutant.

Martin 1. Morris, Quartermaster.

D. A. Kerr, Company A, J. S. Edsall, Company B, and J.
M. Bryan, Company D, Battalion Adjutants.

John A. Landis, Company I, W. H. Mussy, Company K,
and C. A. Case, Company M, Battalion Quartermasters.

The regiment owned its horses and horse equipments, receiv-
ing from the Government forty cents per day for use and risk
of each horse. It was composed almost entirely of educated
young men, from twenty to thirty-tive years of age, as is shown
by the records of veteran re-enlistments. The average age of
six hundred and fifteen examined at the time of veteran re-
enlistment was twenty-five and three-fourths years, and it is
safe to estimate that one-half of the men in the regiment were
as patriotic and worthy to have filled the offices as were those
who had been chosen. All the trades and professions were
represented in the ranks, and it was prepared for any emergen-
¢y. Many were appointed to honorable and responsible posi-
tions, while others received promotions in other regiments,
performing all their duties with credit to themselves and honor
to the old First Cavalry.

In view of the intelligent character of the regiment, it is not
surprising that Fitz Henry Warren was elected as its com-
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manding officer. The following brief history of Colonel War-
ren is taken from ¢ Iowa in War Times,” by S. H. M. Byers,
Adjutant of the Fifth Towa Infantry Volunteers :

*“ Brevet Major General Fitz Henry Warren was one of the
ablest and most accomplished men of the State when the war
came on. He came west to Burlington after a business career
in Massachusetts, in the summer of 1844, and in 1849 Presi-
dent Taylor appointed him Assistant Postmaster General. The
excellent judgment with which he performed the important duties
of his position attracted very general attention, and his name and
character rapidly became a credit to the State. When Millard
Fillmore signed the fugitive slave law, Warren threw up his ap-
pointment and left the service of the Administration. This
refusal to be a party to a policy so inhuman, and so liable to
drift the country into eventual disaster, made Fitz Henry War-
ren a popular man, and he was soon selected as one of the promi-
nent managers in the campaign for General Scott. In the
campaign of 1860, also, he became prominent, and was one of
the most eloquent supporters of Mr. Lincoln before the people.
After the election his former position in the Cabinet as Assist-
ant Postmaster General was tendered him, but he deelined, he
preferring to enter the military service of his country as a cav-
alry officer of volunteers.™

At the time the war broke out he was associate editor of the
New York Tribune, and was one of the ablest journalists in the
United States.  Warren was very impulsive, independent in
action, brave and honorable, with a heart full of sympathy
and affection. Knowing the character and ability of his
men, he was supremely proud of his regiment, and his as-
signment to the command was received with much pleasure
by all, officers and men. A little incident which happened
at Sedalia aptly illustrates his feeling upon this point. A Mis-
souri militia Colonel was in command of the post. When the
regiment went into camp at that place this Colonel, a *‘recon-
structed’’ rebel, who had heard of the summary manner in
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which the regiment treated his former friends in the various parts
of Missouri, made same abusive and disreputable remarks in
relation to the regiment. Colonel Warren heard of it, and
without delay called on the militia Colonel. Among other
things during the interview he said : +¢ Colonel, I have with me
a thousand men more capable of commanding a regiment than
you are’’—ending with his usual expletive, ‘*G-d d—n you!™’
The Missouri Colonel made no further remarks about the First
Iowa Cavalry.

Quite a number of the officers of the regiment were among
the noted and talented politicians of the State.

Lieutenant Colonel Moss had been a cavalryman in the Mex-.
ican war, and was a noted orator of Lee county, of intensely
radical opinions.

Judge William E. Leflingwell, Captain of Company B, was
one of the ablest lawyers in the State, and one of the finest ora-
tors in the Democratic party.

P. Gad Bryan, Captain of Company D, was a lawyer by
profession, and a popular Democrat, from the southern part of
the State. +Of a generous nature, addicted to joining the
Church once in awhile, it was almost impossible to defeat him
when he rvan for office, which he frequently did.”’

William Thompson, Captain Company F, had been a mem-
ber of Congress, and connected with the leading Democratic
journal of the State. -+ After his party lost the reins of power,
it was usual for him to preside at its State conventions, or take
a prominent part therein, much to the disgust of Judge McFur-
lane, of Boone county.’’

Daniel Anderson, Captain Company H, was an acknowledged
political leader in his section, and long represented his district
in the State Senate.

Robert L. Freeman, Captain Company K, had been a soldier
in the Mexican war, and was well and favorably known in po-
litical warfare in Clayton and adjoining counties.

H. H. Heath, Captain Company L, was a leader in the
5
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Breckinridge wing of the Democracy, and quite belligerent; he
however yielded to the ecircumstances. ¢ His fealty to his
Government outweighed the fealty to party, and he manfully
left it at the call of patriotism..”

After the arrival of our troopers in Burlington, they were
engaged in building barracks for themselves, making shoes for
their horses, and otherwise preparing for the life of a soldier.
We have reason for saying that their camp life was not wholly
devoid of sunshine and merriment, and that they had quickly
learned one of the first duties of a soldier—to complain of the
quality of his rations—for, quoting from Captain S. S. Bur-
dett’s (Company B) diary, we find that on August 6th the regi-
ment was ordered to Keokuk to prevent, as reported, a raid
from the rebels on the Missouri border. The raid. however,
did not materialize. The regiment arrived at Keokuk August
Sth, and this is what the Captain says in relation to rations :
+ August 8th, company reached Keokuk. +Hard sledding,’
short rations and poor in quality.  August 9th, Keokuk ; musty
bread, maggoty bacon, short of hay, musty corn. Saturday.
Angust 10th, row among all the companies about rations ; com-
panies left dress parade on double quick, shouting bread.  Sun-
day. August 11th. rations improved.”” On Monday they
marched for Burlington, arriving at that place on the 13th.

About this time Captain William Thompson, Captain Com-
pany E. by order of Colonel Warren, visited St. Louis for
the purpose of tendering the services of the regiment to Major
General Fremont. (Colonel Thompson writes as follows in ref-
erence to the matter :

**Some time after the regiment had heen fully organized
and mustered into the United States service, it moved to Keo-
kuk in order to he near the field of anticipated conflict and to
await further orders. A few days after our arrival at Keokuk,
I was ordered by Colonel Warren to St. Louis, with instruc-
tions to present in his name as Colonel thereof the regiment,
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already mounted on their own horses and equipments, to Major
General John C. Fremont, whose headquarters were then at St.
Louis, and if the regiment was accepted by him, to procure
from him the means of clothing, arming and equipping it. In
about a week from the time I made known to General Fremont
the objeet of my visit, I was informed officially by his Quarter-
master General that the General would not receive the regi-
ment unless it would sell its horses to the Government at 3119
a head for such as would pass inspection. As the law then
allowed cavalrymen and officers to own their horses and horse
equipments, and to receive ample pay for their use and risk,
and as our horses had cost on an average over $150 a head, 1
appealed from the General’s decision to the Secretary of War.
Colonel Warren ordered me to proceed to Washington with the
appeal, and if necessary to offer the regiment to General Me-
Clellan, who was organizing the Army of the Potomac. At
Washington I presented the case to Secretary Cameron. who
referred me to his Assistant, the Hon. Tom Scott. who at first
thought General Fremont was right, but when I produced the
law he overruled General Fremont's decision, and issued a per-
emptory order to the General to receive the regiment with their
horses and horse equipments, and to pay forty cents a day for
the use and risk of each.

¢ In about six weeks. having performed the duties assigned me
as far as I was able. | rejoined my regiment, then in quarters
at Camp Benton, near St. Louis, Missouri.™

The < boys™ were rapidly endeavoring to become expert
horsemen, and frequently put their horses on their mettle. re-
gardless of time or place. This exereise became so frequent
that the following order was issued to correct this milithry
irregularity :

HEADQUARTERS FirsT REGIMENT lowA CAVALRY.
Cavp WARREN, August 18th, 1861.

CapPTAIN GOWER:—Your attention is called to the following order in
force in this command. and you will aid in its strict enforcement :
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««To avoid injury to horses from improper riding, each company
will water its horses at water call, in charge of one of the company ser-
geants, who will not permit the horses to be ridden faster than a walk
to and from the place of watering ; and in no case will any soldiers be
permitted to run their horses through camp, or through the streets of
the city or town in the neighborhood of the camp, except when under
the command of a commissioned or non-commissioned officer.”

By command of Colonel commanding.

H. H. HEATH, Adjutant.

It appears from the text of the order that the **boys’ could
speed their horses at any time and place providing they were
under the command of a commissioned or non-commissioned
officer, and that the officers were not debarred from partici-
pating in the sport.

They remained in rendezvous at Burlington, drilling and do-
ing camp duty, until September 30th, at which time they were
ordered to St. Louis. On that day six companies embarked
on the steamer Jennie Whipple, with their horses on barges.
On arriving at Montrose they re-embarked on the steamer Han-
nibal City, and arrived at St. Louis October 2d at about four
o’clock r. M. Here they disembarked and marched to Benton
Barracks. The other companies except L. and M followed, ar-
riving at the Barracks from twenty-four to forty-eight hours
later.

Says a member of Company C: **The following incidents
occurred on the trip to St. Louis.  After passing Alton, I1li-
nois, we were fired upon by a man on the bluff.  The shot was
aimed at a group of us sitting around the pilot house. It was
well aimed. but the ball fell short and struck the barge among
the horses. and imbedded itself in the timber. Edwin W. Deal,
our saddler, while attempting to saddle his horse, fell overboard
and was drowned.” '

(C'ompanies I and M remained in camp at Burlington until
October 13th, on account of a delay in the furnishing of their
uniforms and horse equipments, and arrived at Benton Barracks
October 17th. At this time Major General John C. Fremont



HISTORY OF FIRST IOWA CAVALRY. 37

was in command of the Western Department, comprising the
States of Missouri, Kentucky, Illinois, Kansas, and the Terri-
tories west of these States. His headquarters were at St. Louis.
The State of Missouri at this time was the great battle field of
the West, and the warfare was carried on by an organized army
and by lawless marauders, principally by the latter, the State
becoming one vast theater of pillage, arson and murder. The
slaveholding power was in the ascendancy. The want of suc-
cess of our armies in the East, and the victories gained in the
West at such fearful costs, were a source of alarm and distress
to the loyal people of the North. Fremont. believing suceess
to be a duty, had taken the field in person and was ** making
slavery feel the war.”” He was at Springfield with an army of
about 20,000 men, while Generals Price, Van Dorn and others
confronted him with a superior force at Keitsville and vicimty,
about twenty-five miles distant to the south. Brigadier General
John Pope. with one division of Fremont’s army. was at Jef-
ferson City ; Major General David Hunter, with another divis-
ion, was at Versailles, a town about twenty miles south from
the Pacific railroad, both under marching orders to reinforce
Fremont, while other divisions of the army were located at
other convenient points.  On the 18th the first battalion of the
regiment—Companies A. B. F and G, under command of Cap-
tain Leflingwell, Company B—was ordered to report to General
Pope, then on the march to Springtield. Having been fur-
nished with revolvers and sabers, they embarked on the steamer
South-Western and another Missouri river steamer, and arrived
at Jefferson City on the 20th, going into camp at *¢Camp
Price.” On the 25th the battalion marched by the way of Cal-
ifornia and Syracuse to Otterville, arriving at that place on the
26th.  On the 27th it was ordered to escort a supply train, and
at Humansville joined the army under General Pope, at which
time it was ordered to report to him as his body guard.

From this place, on November 1st, a forced march was made
to Springfield, in obedience to an order from General Fremont,
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who had received intelligence that General Price and his forees
were about to attack him. General Pope with his command
reached Springfield about eight o’clock on the morning of the
3d. but no attack was made upon that place.

At this time, November 2d, in the presence of the enemy,
General Fremont was removed from the command of the De-
partment—superceded by Major General David Hunter, who
was at that time marching upon another road to reinforce Gen-
eral Fremont. On assuming command of the army, General
Hunter, by the advice, not positive order, it is said, of Presi-
dent Lincoln, ordered the evacuation of Springfield, and =
return of the troops to the Missouri river. This disgracetul
act on the part of General Fremont’s superiors, as intended,
was exceedingly humiliating to him, and a most bitter disap-
pointment to his men. They expected and desired to be led
by their favorite commander against Price and his rebel hordes.
then but a few miles to the south. Fremont had been too pro-
nounced in his views as to the employment of slaves in assisting
to crush the rebellion, and his fate was thus sealed.

* Thy error, Fremont, simply was to act
A brave man's part, without the statesman’s tact,
And taking counsel but of common sense,
To strike at cause as well as consequence.”

The chase after the rebel army was relinquished.  The *+boys™
in sore disappointment countermarched to the Missouri river.
The army was virtually disbanded, and the southern portion of
the State, for several months, abandoned to Price and his fol-
lowers.

By the time Major General Hunter reached the Pacitic rail-
road he was superceded by Major General H. W. Halleck.

. Springtield was evacuated, and on the 9th the return march,
with rations nearly exhausted. with no supply trains near, was
commenced. The battalion, followed by the army, camped on
the 10th three miles distant south from the town of Bolivar.
the county seat of Polk county, on the road leading from
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Springfield to Warsaw.  On the 11th, eight miles distant south
of Quiney, a town in the northern portion of Hickory county.
On the 12th, eight miles south from the town of Warsaw, the
county seat of Benton county, on the Little Pomme de Terre
river.  On the 13th, two miles north of Warsaw, on the edge
of a prairie, on a branch of Cole Camp creek, near the little
town of Orange. On the 14th, about twelve miles north from
Warsaw, on Cole Camp creek. On the 15th, four miles south
from Smithton. near the old camping ground of the battalion.
On the 16th, two miles west from Otterville, a small town on
the Pacific railroad, in the southwestern portion of Cooper
county—the weather cold and freezing.  On the 17th it arrived
at Syracuse. a little town also on the Pacific railroad, in the
northeastern portion of Morgan county, going into camp about
two miles south of the town. It remained here until Saturday,
December 14th, doing scouting duty, ete.. the active and labo-
rious duty of which will be seen by noting a few instances of
the labor performed.

On November 20th a party was sent out in the direction of
Jonesburg :  +* Marched all night and arrived in the town on
the morning of the 21st.””  On the same day it was in camp
near Muddy Creek, as will be seen by the following receipt
given by Major (Captain) Leflingwell for corn :

CAMpP NEAR Mubpy CREEK, Mo.,
November 21st, 1861.

Received of John Rutherford thirty bushels of corn, which 1 certify
was absolutely necessary for the public service.

(Signed.) W. E. LEFFINGWELL,
Major First lowa Cavalry.

The scouting party returned to camp at Syracuse about mid-
night the 21st.

December 5th, a scouting party commanded by Captain Lef-
fingwell was ordered out in the direction of Warsaw, and
camped in a severe snow storm ten miles south from the little
town of Cole Camp, in Benton county. A force of 1,500 rebh-
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els was reported at Warsaw. The command entered the town
about ten A. M. of the 7th, but found no enemy. On the 9th.
about ten p. M., it returned to camp, ‘‘completely tired out.”

On the 9th, another party of 150 men, commanded by Cap-
tain P. Gad Bryan, Company D, was sent out, returning at
midnight of the 10th.

On the 12th, all of the available force of Companies B and
G were ordered out with three days’ rations.

Soon after the first battalion had been ordered from Bentou
Barracks into the field, Companies C and H., Captain Levi
Chace commanding, were ordered to Jefterson City. by boat,
and from there to Rockport, a small town on the Missouri river,
about forty miles northwest from Jefferson City. Here they
disembarked and joined the command of General Prentice in a
campaign into northern Missouri, scouting the country in the
vicinity of Roanoke, Renick, Columbia, and other places ; after
which they returneéd to Jefferson City, where they remained
during the winter under the command of Major Jas. O. Gower.

A few days after Companies C and H left Benton Barracks,
Companies D and I, under command of Captain J. W. Cald-
well, Company I, were ordered into the field, to report to Gen-
eral Pope. They joined the first battalion at Syracuse, a small
town situated on the Pacific railroad, in Morgan county.

Soon afterward Company I was ordered to escort a supply
train for General Fremont at Springfield. Arriving at Ver-
sailles, the county seat of Morgan county, situated about twenty
miles to the south of Syracuse, the order was countermanded.
The company countermarched and joined Companies A, B. D.
F and G at Syracuse.

December 10th, while in camp at Syracuse, Captain William
M. G. Torrence. Company A, having been previously (October
26th) commissioned Major, assumed command of the battalion.
This was a great disappointment not only to Captain Lefling-
well, but to all the companies in the field. It was generally
supposed that Lieutenant Colonel Moss would resign as soon as
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the regiment arrived at Benton Barracks, that Captain Torrence
would be promoted to Lieutenant Colonel, and Captain Lefling-
well promoted to Major. DBut Lieutenant Colonel Moss did
not resign, and Captain Torrence was accordingly promoted to
Major.

On the 14th the battalion, with the exception of the greater
portions of Companies B and G, who had been ordered out on
the 12th as a scouting party, marched in command of Major Tor-
rence to join General Pope’s forces at Sedalia, in an expedition
for the purpose of intercepting a number of large bodies of re-
cruits on their way to join the rebel army under General Price
at Osceola, the county seat of St. Clair county. It arrived at
Sedalia about twelve M. of the 15th.

General Pope’s forces cousisted of two brigades, numbering
about four thousand men, infantry, cavalry and artillery. The
first brigade was commanded by Colonel Jefterson C. Davis,
Twenty-Second Indiana Infantry, and the second by Colonel
(afterward Major General) Fred Steele, Eighth Iowa Infantry.
The command marched on the afternoon of the 15th in a south-
erly direction, on the road leading to Warsaw, in order to
deceive the enemy as to the destination of the expedition. The
march was continued on this road for a distance of cleven miles.
On the 16th the line of march was changed to the west. and
after marching about twenty-three miles the command camped
at a place on Post Oak creek, between two roads leading from
Warrensburgh, the county seat of Johnson county, to Clinton.
the county seat of Henry county—one road leading by the way
of Post Oak and Cornelia, and the other by way of Chilhowe.
Many prisoners were brought in during the day.

Just as the battalion had arrived in camp, it was ordered out
to the town of Chilhowe, about five miles distant. Here the
advance guard, under command of Sergeant J. H. Springer,
Company I, captured the enemy’s pickets. Arriving in the
town it was ascertained that 1,500 of the enemy were in camp

about five miles distant.
6
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Major Torrence sent a dispatch to General Pope informing
him of the facts, and requested that reinforcements be sent him.
Five hundred men, with two sections of the Missouri Light
Artillery, were ordered out. Upon the arrival of the reinforce-
ments the march was continued all night, arriving at the little
town of Rose Hill, in the southeastern portion of Johnson
county, about four A. M. on the 17th. Here information was
received that the enemy, with a train of twelve wagons, had
passed through this place at about eleven o’clock on the pre-
vious night. At seven A. M. the pursuit was continued in a
southerly direction all day, and frequent skirmishes occurred.
On arriving at Grand river it was ascertained that 8,000 of the
enemy had camped there the previous night ; crossing the river
at daylight, they were intending to reach Price’s army at Os-
ceola during the day. At dark the command countermarched.
Marching all night, it halted about four a. M. of the 18th
for *:rest and feed.”’

Having received orders from General Pope, the detachment
marched for Warrensburgh, arriving at that place at four r. .
the same day. The entire force was in camp at this place.

From Warrensburg the command marched at eight a. m,
Thursday, December 19th, in an easterly direction by the way
of Knob Noster to Sedalia. It was while on this march that
intelligence was received of a large rebel force in camp on
Black river, opposite the mouth of Clear forks, about twelve
miles distant to the north. A small force was ordered out, the
camp found, and the engagement of Blackwater ensued.

BATTLE OF BLACKWATER.

The first battle in which any portion of the regiment was en-
gaged occurred on Thursday, the 19th of December, 1861, on
Black river, opposite the mouth of Clear forks, near the little
town of Milford, situated in the northeastern portion of John-
son county, Missouri.

The names given this engagement are ¢ Blackwater,” < Mil-
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ford” and ¢¢ Kirk Patrick’s Mills.”” At this time Companies A,
D, F and I, with small detachments of Companies B and G—the
larger portions of B and G, as before noted, having been sent
out on the 12th on scouting duty, were not present with the
command at this time. Three hundred and fifty men of the
First Iowa Cavalry, under command of Major Torrence, and
two companies, D and —, seventy-five men, of the KFourth
United States Cavalry, under command of Lieutenants Gordon
and Amory respectively, with a section of the Missouri Light
Artillery, all under the command of Colonel Jefferson C. Davis,
of the Twenty-Second Indiana Infantry Volunteers, attacked and
captured a rebel camp numbering 1,300 men, infantry and cav-
alry, with all the camp equipage, under Colonels Robinson,
MecGoffin and Alexander, recruits from northern Missouri on
their way to join the rebel army. The following is a brief de-
seription of the engagement and result.

As our force approached the enemy’s pickets, stationed at
some little distance from a bridge over Black river, an attack
was made and a running fight ensued. On arriving at the
bridge it was found to be well guarded by an additional force
and quite a skirmish took place. Here we lost one man killed
and two or three wounded. The bridge, however, was soon in
our possession, and the running fight continued, until at three
r. M. ‘‘we were right upon their camp and received a full vol-
ley from the enemy.’’ Their camp being located in the woody
bottom land, covered with underbrush, and as the First lowa
were armed with only pistols and sabers, it could be of no ser-
vice in such a locality, so was ordered to withdraw and form in
line a short distance from the woods. A short, sharp fight en-
sued between the United States Cavalry, who were armed with
carbines, and the enemy. After which a party bearing a flag
of truce appeared advancing from the woods toward the com-
mand. This party were met by a party sent out by Major
Torrence. The following account of the interview had with
the enemy and the subsequent surrender is taken from the diary
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of Lieutenant D. A. Kerr, Adjutant of the battalion, who was
present at the time.

When the parties met the enemy enquired, *Under what
flag are you fighting#> Reply : *¢Under the flag of the Uni-
ted States—the stars and stripes.””  Enemy : - We fight under
the flag of the Confederate States,”” and then they returned to
their camp.  About ten minutes afterward another party bear-
ing a flag of truce appeared and was met as before. They
asked for an hour to decide whether or not to surrender. Col-
onel Davis‘replied : **Not one minute, and depend upon it we
will spill the last drop of blood before we are through. We
do not wish to sacrifice the lives of our men without it is neces-
sary, but 1 demand immediate and unconditional surrender.”’
The interview closed and the party returned to camp. In a
few minutes the party returned, accompanied by Colonel Rob-
inson, the commander of the rebel force. Advancing, he said :
*¢8ir, I surrender to you my command, with all my transporta-
tion, and hope you will treat us as prisoners of war.”” - Colonel
Dayvis replied, -*I hope you will find us gentlemen as well as
soldiers.””  The enemy soon afterward marched ont and formed
in line, and we passed by and presented arms. We returned
to camp that night with 1,195 prisoners, men and officers,
among whom were Colonels Robinson, McGoffin and Alexander.
Seventy-three wagons, five hundred horses and mules, eleven
hundred rifles and shotguns. one hundred pistols, besides a
large quantity of commissary stores, ammunition, etc., were
captured. A portion of their cavalry escaped. Captain Me-
Queen with a detachment of Company A pursued them for some
miles, and succeeded in taking five of them prisoners.

In this engagement the enemy acknowledged a loss of five
killed ; number of wounded unknown. Our loss was one man
killed and eight wounded, seven belonging to Company D,
Fourth Regiment United States Cavalry, and one belonging to
the Twenty-Sixth Regiment Indiana Infantry, who had in some
manner procured a mule and joined the expedition to ** see the
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fun.’’ +¢*Hesaw it.” Brigade Surgeon Brodic and Surgeon
M. B. Cochran, who were on duty with the battalion, were
present and cared for the wounded.

The circumstances which led to this engagement and capture
of the rebel force is thus related by Adjutant D. A. Kerr. On
the afternoon of the 19th, while on the march, the First Iows
Cavalry having the rear, a negro came running up and informed
Major Torrence that ** Dar was more dan a tousand rebs in de
bend of Black ribber.”” Major Torrence, after listening to his
story, questioned him closely, and was convinced the man was
telling the truth, and with Adjutant Kerr accompanied the ne-
gro to General Pope in the advance. General Pope, upon
heing informed of the facts, replied, ¢ Oh yes, another G—d
d—d nigger story. There is no rebel force within forty miles
of this place.” The Major with some of the others suggested
that, as the information might be correct, they thought it ad-
visable to send a small force out and if they were there to cap-
ture them. To which the General replied, + Well, if you want
to go, you can go and make d—d fools of yourselves.™ It was
decided to go, and the General ordered out a small cavalry
force, with a section of the Missouri Light Artillery, under the
command of Brigade Commander Colonel Jeff. C. Davis. The
cavalry were immediately ordered to the front. and left on a
hrisk trot with the artillery following. The command returned
to camp about midnight, with all the prisoners and captured
property, Colonel Davis and Major Torrence reporting at head-
quarters. General Pope was greatly pleased with the result of
the expedition, and complimented both officers and men for
such an overwhelming success.  This brilllant little exploit was
the occasion which caused the profnotion of Pope to a Major
General, and Jeff. C. Davis to a Brigadier, while Major Tor-
rence, the prime mover and the real commander of the expedi-
tion, remained a Major of the First Cavalry.

General Pope, in his report to Major General Halleck of the
engagement of Blackwater, and of the expedition, says: ** The
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forces under Colonel Davis behaved with great gallantry, * %
Within five days the infantry forces comprising the expedition
have marched over one hundred miles ; the cavalry more than
double that distance. * * The march alone would do credit
to old veterans, and it gives me pleasure to state that it has
been performed with cheerfulness and alacrity.”

On the next day (20th), the prisoners being guarded by the
infantry, the command marched for Otterville by the way of
Sedalia, Georgetown. Farmer’s City and Smithton, camping
near Otterville on the 21st. From this place the prisoners
were sent to St. Louis. The battalion remained in eamp at
Otterville, (Companies B and G in the meantime having arrived
from Syracuse,) until December 29th, at which time Compa-
nies A, ¥, G and I marched for Booneville, arriving at that
place on the 30th. Booneville is a flourishing town, situated on
the south side of the Missouri river, in Cooper county. On
the 31st, Lieutenant Dinsmore, Company I, and Adjutant Kerr,
with a scouting party of twenty men, were ordered out in a
southeasterly direction from Booneville, returning to camp next
day.

The location of the several companies of the regiment, Jan-
uary 1st, 1862, was as follows: Companies A, F, G and T at
Booneville, Major Torrence commanding. B and D in camp at
Otterville, (headquarters of General Pope,) scouting, doing
provost duty, and patrolling the Pacific railroad, Captain Letf-
fingwell commanding. C and H at Jefferson City, performing
similar duties to those of B and D, Major James O. Gower
commanding. E, K, L and M, Colonel Fitz Henry “Warren
commanding, at Benton Barracks, drilling and preparing for
active field operations. The headquarters of the regiment was
at Benton Barracks. Surgeon M. B. Cochran was in the field
with the first battalion, and Assistant Surgeon D. B. Allen was
at Benton Barracks with the third battalion. Whenever the
different companies left for the field, the sick men were left in
hospital at Benton Barracks. In reference to this matter As-
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sistant Surgeon Allen, now residing at West Liberty, Ohio,
writes as follows :

««T was left at Benton Barracks, with the balance of the regi-
ment and the sick, Colonel Fitz Henry Warren in command.
I received orders to reconstruct and convert one of the build-
ings on the fair grounds into a regimental hospital, which I did,
taking charge of it during the winter of '61 and 62 ; and the
wounded of that part of the regiment in the field were sent to
Benton Barracks, so that the sick of that portion of the regi-
ment which remained, and those that were sent in from the
field, gave us full wards and plenty to do. We had at that
time an epidemic of measles, and those sick in their quarters,
before I got the hospital completed, suffered greatly for want
of ventilation, and there was neeessarily a large mortality ; but
after we got them in our cosy little hospital the mortality was
much less.”

January 4th, by order of General Pope, Companies A, F, G
and I, in command of Major Torrence, with four companies of
* Merrill’s Horse,” (Second Missouri Cavalry.) in command of
Lieutenant Colonel Shaffer and Major Hunt, crossed the Mis-
souri river at Booneville on the march to Howard county. On
the 5th this detachment camped on the Bonne Femme creek,
about two miles northeast from Fayette, the county seat of
Howard county. At this place they were reinforced by four
companies First Missouri Cavalry, under Major Hubbard, and
one company Fourth Ohio Cavalry, under Captain Foster. On
Sunday, the 6th, this force marched into the town of Fayette,
and removed a rebel flag from the steeple of the Court House,
and in its place hoisted < Old Glory” to the breeze, amid ‘he
cheers of the soldiers and a few of the loyal citizens who were
faithful to their country and to the old flag. After which Ma-
jor Hubbard delivered an address, saying among other things
for the espectal benefit of his disloyal hearers, ¢:that if that
flag was molested he would return and burn the town.” The
flag was not molested.
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BATTLE OF SILVER CREEK, MISSOURI.

It had been reported that a number of rebel camps were he-
ing organized in this vicinity and this force had been sent to
destroy them. After scouting parties which had been sent to
Glasgow and Roanoke had returned reporting a rebel force of
eight hundred men under the notorious Poindexter in camp
about seven or eight miles from Roanoke, on Silver creek, and
after the arrival of five companies of the Fifth Iowa Infantry
from Booneville, for camp guard during the absence of the
cavalry—this cavalry force consisting of Compames A, F, G
and I, First Iowa Cavalry, two hundreed men, Major Torrenee
in command, a part of Companies B, H, I and L, First Mis-
souri Cavalry, and Captain Foster’s con.lpztny, Fourth Ohio
Cavalry, consisting of one hundred and eighty men, Major
Hubbard in command, and one hundred men of < Merrill’s
Horse,” Major Hunt in command, all under the command of
Major Torrence, by order of General Pope, marched on the
8th at eight o’clock a. n., and after a march of about nine
hours they arrived in the vicinity of the rebel eamp. The at-
tack was made at half-past four r. M., and in a short time
** the enemy fled in every direction, leaving their camp in our
possession.”  All their camp equipage and their ¢ plunder™
was burned, and 200 horses eaptured. ¢ The darkness of the
hour saved them all from being taken prisoners.” The enemy’s
loss in this engagement was not accurately known, but supposed
to have been about sixty killed and one hundred wounded.
Here the regiment lost its first man, James Convey, Company
F; he was mortally wounded and died the next day. Five
James Scott and

others of the regiment were also wounded
Thomas Fletcher, Company A ; Stephen M. Sexton, Company
F: Cornelius Thompson and Andrew Johnson, Company I.
The total loss as given in Surgeon Cochran’s report, who was
present during the engagement, was five killed, seven danger-
ously, eleven severely and four slightly wounded. In reference
to the death of Convey, Surgeon Cochran writes: ¢ In that
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engagement we lost our first man in battle—James Convey, of
Company F—as brave a boy as ever lived. He was but a boy
in years, but every inch a hero. I found him on the field a few
minutes after he was shot, and saw that in all probability the
wound would prove fatal in a few hours. He was also con-
scious that he had answered to roll-call for the last time, and
said to me: < Well, some lives must be sacrificed in this cause,
and it had far better be mine than one with wife and children
dependent upon him.” Brave words, bravely uttered, and
worthy to be written in letters of living light.”

The name Silver Creek was given this engagement for the
reason that it was fought on the borders of a small creek by
that name in the southwestern part of Randolph county, near
the town of Renick, a small station on the North Missouri rail-
road. On the 9th the command returned to camp near Fayette.

Following are the reports of Major Torrence of the engage-
ment and Surgeon Cochran of our wounded :

REPORT OF MAJOR TORRENCE.
HEADQUARTERS 15T BATTALION 1sT IowaA CAVALRY,
CAMP NEAR FAYETTE, Howard Co., Mo., Jan. 11th, 1362.

COLONEL :—Respected Sir—The Major commanding directs me to
make the following report to you.

By order of General Pope we proceeded from Otterville to this
county for the purpose of dispersing sundry rebel camps which were
being formed in the vicinity, and arrived here on Sunday, January Hth.
1862. Much fear was apprehended by the few strong Union men who
reside near here that we would be attacked by the enemy—every pre-
caution was taken against being surprised.

On Monday, the 6th, we raised the stars and stripes on the court
house in Fayette, witnessed by the whole command and many citizens.
Tuesday, the 7th, 400 men scouring the country, and returned in the
evening bringing intelligence of a rebel camp commanded by Poindex-
ter, situated near Roanoke. On morning of the 8th, five companies of
the Fifth Iowa Infantry arrived from Booneville, and leaving them to
guard our camp here, the following command was on the march at
eight o’clock, composed of part of four companies of First Missouri
Cavalry, Companies [, L, B and H, and Captain Foster’s Ohio Cavalry.

7



50 HISTORY OF FIRST IOWA CAVALRY.

consisting of 180 men, commanded by Major Hubbard ; four companies
of First Iowa Cavalry, Companies A, F, G and I, consisting of 200 men,
under command of Major Torrence; and 100 Merrill’'s Horse, com-
manded by Major Hunt. We arrived near the location of their camp,
which was situated on or near the head waters of Silver creek, seven
or eight miles from Roanoke, about four o’clock p. M., and made the
attack at half-past four. The enemy were protected by dense woods and
underbrush, and there was no approach to them save through a narrow
road, only wide enough for two men to ride abreast. Our troops were
immediately ordered, ‘‘Left in single rank”——dismounted, and every
fifth man held horses, and prepared to fight on foot. The engagement
commenced immediately—our boys rallied to the ground—the enemy
made a faint cheer-—when one simultaneous shout went up from our
ranks. The enemy faltered, gave back, retreated in disorder, and a
perfect rout on their side ensued. They dropped their guns, blankets,
overcoats and hats, and we had possession of their camp. After pur-
suing them a little distance, which we found impracticable, we returned
to camp and destroyed everything thereunto belonging, being unable to
take anything away.

We returned to this camp on the morning of the 9th inst., leaving
Dr. Cochran with the wounded at a house near the battle ground. The
wounded are doing very well, and will go to St. Louis by North Mis-
souri railway to-day. A. G. McQUEEN,

Captain Company A, First Towa Cavalry.

REPORT OF SURGEON COCHRAN.
RENICK, RaNDOLPH Co., Mo., Jan. 12th, 1862.
SIR :—I send you list of wounded (under my care) at battle of Silver
Creek, Mo.
First Towa Cavalry.
COMPANY A.
James Scott, in lower jaw, severely.
Thomas Fletcher, in right side, not severely.
CompPANY F.
James Convey, through the abdomen, fatally—has since died. -
Stephen M. Sexton, in right hand, not severely.
CoMPANY [.
Cornelius Thompson, in left shoulder, severely.
Andrew Johnson, in both legs, not seriously.
<« Merrill's Horse.”
' CompANY D.
Jacob King. in the head. fatally—has since died.
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Company E.

Alexander Keath, Kkilled.

Thomas Moore, in left thigh, severely.

Henry Redding, in right knee and left elbow, not severely.

Company F.
William C. Lantis, in the right side, not dangerously.
Fourth Ohio Cavalry.
CAPTAIN FOSTER'S COMPANY.

Benjamin F. Dugan, in right arm and leg, not dangerously.

Samuel Koffman, in left hand, not severely.

Leander Kinzer, in right leg, very severely.

First Missouri Cavalry.
Covpany L.

John F. Dumont, in left arm, not seriously.

William Myer, in the neck, fatally—has since died.

Thomas W. George, in the head. fatally—has since died.

George W. Mitchell, in the face, not dangerously.

John Hessing, in right side and thigh, severely.

John MecGeary, in the hand. not severely.

CoMPANY L.

Lieutenant Burrows, in the arm, severely.

Ansco Chubb, on the hip. slightly.

John A. Brown, in the chest, severely.

Birge’s Sharp Shooters.

James Conia, through the left lung, doing well.

Several others were wounded. but I did not see them. I shall leave
here for St. Louis to-morrow. All the boys are doing well, except Kin-
zer, of Captain Foster’s company, who will lose his leg if not his life.

Truly Yours. M. B. COCHRAN, First lowa Cavalry.

MaJor W. M. G. TORRENCE, First Iowa Cavalry.

The following extracts from a letter written at Otterville,
Missouri, by Sergeant, afterward Lieutenant C. W. W. Dow.
Company F, in reference to the battle of Silver Creek, etc., is
here inserted:

«On January 5th we raised our flag on the court house at
Fayette. It is a strong secesh town. We placed our cavalry
all around the court house square, and one of our men, a quar-
termaster. raised the flag and tied it to the steeple. We gave

3
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three hearty cheers at the sound of the bugle, sung the Red,
White and Blue, gave three more cheers, and then left for our
camp two miles away.

**Dec. Tth.  In camp. A detachment has gone to look for
the *Swamp Angels.” Ordered to have our horses remain
saddled all night, and sleep on our arms. Report that 2,000
rebels will attack us to-night.

**Dec. 8th. Day dawned but no attack made. At five A, m.
the bugle sounded ¢ To horse,” and we did as we expected to be
done by—went after them. After marching fifteen miles we
came to the town of Roanoke. Here we learned that the rebel
camp was six miles distant. When within two miles of their
amp  we  dismounted to fix our saddle-blankets, tighten
girths, examine our arms, receive orders for the attack, ete.:
after which we remounted and continued the march. The day
was very foggy and quite warm. ki ’Vf 3

++ Our force consisted of about 520 men, Major Torrence, of
our regiment, in command of the force. After marching about
two miles we entered a forest heavy and dense. We followed
this forest road until we were fired upon. Second Lieutenant
Charles Dustin with eighteen men of Company F formed the
extreme advance guard, Dick Hoxie being bugler. The timber
being so dense, we were ordered to dismount and fight on foot,
every fifth man holding horses. I acted as Second Lieutenant,
our Captain having been left sick at Booneville. Having been
ordered ‘to go in.” in we went. The road being full of troops,
with four or six companies ahead of us, we took the side of
the road.  Our guidon was carried by U. E. Johnson, of Iowa
City. Away we went like greyhounds, with nothing but revol-

vers and sabers, (we had no carbines—a d-—d shame,) passing
three companies armed with carbines and Colt’s revolving rifles
(six shooters), for the enemy’s camp. Our guidon was the first
flag in there. Yes, Company F flag. was first and foremost.
But to be more particular. When the enemy first fired on our

advance under Lieutenant Dustin, they fired a full volley at about
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cight men, but did not wound any of them, as the advance
had charged through and by them, before the rebels had fired a
shot. But they came in behind him (Dustin), thus cutting him
off for a time and then commenced firing on the advance
thick and fast. As one of the rebels was leveling his rifle at
Lieutenant Dustin, Dick Hoxie called to the Lieutenant to look
out as a reb was going to fire at him, then with his revolver he
(Hoxie) shot the rebel through the head.

*«The advance companies having halted to dismount, Lieu-
tenant Dustin charged alone back through the rebel line to urge
the column forward. We soon had the rebs retreating, they giv-
ing way. In a short time the First Iowa forged ahead of the car-
bines of ¢ Merrill’s Horse’ and the First Missouri Cavalry with
only our revolvers. Cheer followed cheer as we went into the
creek, through ice and water knee deep, up the steep bank on the
other side, and into their very camp. They wavered, scattered
and fled like dogs as they were. As they had a steep hill to
¢limb our revolvers and carbines told fearfully upon them.
The fire from our side was a continuous roll.  Many of the
rebels fell on the side of the hill mortally wounded. As they
had all left, and we being on foot, the bugle was sounded *To
horse.’ in order to pursue them, but our horses being so far
away, and the underbrush being so dense. there was no oppor-
tunity for pursuit. The ¢rally’ having heen sounded we formed
in the center of their camp between the trees. An order was
given to burn everything, as we could not take anything away,
having no transportation. Everything was burned including a
wagon loaded with powder. I saw one poor fellow of the
enemy fall, and a few minutes afterwards, one of our men saw
him lying dead with a daguerreotype in his hands. It was a
picture of a young and handsome girl of nineteen or twenty
years of age. The man took it, and has it now. I shall try
to find out who he was, who she is, and send the picture to her,
and tell her that in his last hour he thought of her.
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*“We captured from eighty to a hundred horses, rifles, shot-
guns, butcher knives about eighteen inches in length, etc.

‘“The distinguished bravery of Lieutenant Dustin deserves
the highest praise in leading the extreme advance with eight
men, and on the field was highly complimented for his bravery
and daring by the commanding officers, Majors Torrence and
Hubbard.

“You will doubtless see or hear of numerous articles in re-
lation to our fight at Silver Creek, without any mention of the
First Towa Cavalry in them. I want to say that all such re-
ports are infernal lies.”

On the next day scouting parties which had been sent out re-
turned with a few prisoners, who had been scattered over the
country, the result of the engagement on the Sth.

On Sunday, December 12th, a countermarch to Otterville
was commenced. Marching through the towns of Fayette.
New and old Franklin, the command camped on the banks of
the Missouri river, opposite Booneville, on the 13th. On the
15th it crossed the river and went into camp at that place. On
the 16th the march was resumed, camping at the little town of
Pilot Grove. Remaining in camp at Pilot Grove on the 17th.
it resumed its march on the 18th. Passing through the towns
of Pleasant Grove and Amaton, it arrived at Otterville at night
and went into camp on its old camping ground. The battalion
remained at Otterville until January 25th, at which time Com-
panies A, F, G and I, under command of Major Torrence,
marched for Sedalia, arriving at that place on the 27th.

On the 28th they went into camp at a place between George-
town and Sedalia, where their camp remained till March 12th.
On February 3d, Companies B and D, with the Seventh Mis-
souri Infantry, and Company E, First Missouri Light Artillery,
all under the command of Colonel John D. Stevenson, Seventh
Missouri Infantry, arrived at Georgetown on their way to Lex-
ington, and left on the 4th. During the time these companies
were located near Georgetown their duties were arduous, and
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engagements of greater or less magnitude were of frequent oc-
currence. The noting of a few must suflice.

February 8th, Major Torrence having received leave of ab-
sence, left for his home in Iowa, and Captain J. D. Thompson,
Company G, assumed command.

On the 12th, A, G and I, under the command of Captain
Thompson, with two pieces of the Missouri Light Artillery,
and six companies of the Kighth Iowa Infantry, all under the
command of Lieutenant Colonel Geddes, Eighth lowa Infantry,
made an expedition to Brownsville, Saline county, sending
scouting parties into Lafayette county, and in other directions
for a distance of fifteen miles, taking several prisoners.

The weather was exceedingly cold, and the troops suffered
greatly on this expedition.

RAID TO WARSAW.

On the 15th, about four p. M., Captain Thompson, with 120
men from Companies A, F, G and I. and 120 men from the
Eighth Towa Infantry in wagons, under the command of Cap-
tain Stubbs, left on a raid to Warsaw, and arrived at that place
about three o’clock the next morning. They encountered the
enemy’s pickets at a hotel about four miles from town, charged
them and run them into the town. The main body of the reb-
els, consisting of about 300 men, had crossed the Osage river,
and then disabled the ferry boat. The rebel General Tom
Price, (son of old Pap,) Colonel Dorsey, Brigade Surgeon,
Major Cross, and Captain Inge, were taken prisoners; and 36
mules and four horses were captured. They returned to camp
about daylight on the morning of the 17th. The march of
fifty miles and back was made in thirty-six hours.

On the 25th Company A, under command of Captain Mec-
Queen, was ordered on a scout to Leesville, Henry county. It
returned on the morning of the 27th, having captured fifteen
prisoners and a number of horses.



56 HISTORY OF FIRST IOWA CAVALRY.

EXPEDITION TO HENRY, BATES AND ST. CLAIR
COUNTIES.

On March 3d a part of Companies A, F, G and I, 225 men,
under command of Major Torrence, reported at Sedalia. Here
they were joined by one section of the Missouri Light Artillery
and five companies of the Eighth Iowa Infantry, under the com-
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Furquerson, three companies of the
Twenty-Sixth Indiana Infantry, and two companies of the
Sixth Missouri Infantry. The infantry were transported in
wagons.  All, under command of Colonel Geddes, Eighth Towa
Infantry, left on an expedition through Henry. Bates and St.
Clair counties. They marched through Belmont, Calhoun,
Clinton, Deep Water, Rickey’s Store and Pleasant Gap ; in the
meantime sending out scouting parties in various directions.
Returning by the way of Clinton, Calhoun and Belmont, they
reached camp near Georgetown on the evening of the 8th, hav-
ing marched two hundred and thirteen miles and taken fifty-
-seven prisoners.

During this period of misrule and anarchy, the slaves, ever
taithful to the Union cause, demonstrating in numberless in-
stances their allegiance and devotion thereto, were ostracised by
special and specific orders issued by those who were being as-
sisted and benefited by these unfortunate bondmen. President
Lincoln, Secretary Stanton and General Halleck were endeavor-
ing to solve the problem of reuniting a disruptured republic by
making it one-half slave and one-half free; a condition which
President Lincoln in a public speech in 1858 declared could not
exist, using the following memorable language upon that oc-
casion: ¢The Union cannot permanently exist, one-half slave
and one-half free.” Among the anti-slavery Generals Fremont
was sacrificed at the behest of the slaveholding power—and the
deplorable condition of Missouri was intensified and prolonged
by such influence and action.

The first order to the regiment in reference to this matter
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was issued by Capt. J. D. Thompson, Company G. Acting Ma-
jor of the First Battalion in the absence of Major Torrence,
dated at camp near Georgetown, Mo., Feb. 10th, 1862. There
is no record showing by what authority he issued the order.
The following is a copy of the order:
HEADQUARTERS 1ST BATTALION 15T Towa CAVALRY.
CAMP NEAR GEORGETOWN. Mo., Feb. 10th, 1862.

SPECIAL ORDER No. 3.

The commanding officer directs that all negroes who have come into
this camp subsequent to the 8th inst. shall be removed outside of our
lines before to-morrow, nine o’clock A. M.

Commanders of companies will see that this order is strictly enforced.

By order of Carr. J. D. THOMPSON, Acting Ma_/"m'.
and Com. Ist Battalion Ist lowa Cavalry.

Davip A. KERRr, ddjutant.

On February 12th, however, General Orders” No. 2 were
issued from ¢ Headquarters U. S. Forces, Post at Lexington,
Mo., by order of John D. Stevenson, Colonel Commanding :
Joshua W. Bourne, Act. Post Adjt.”

Sections 1, 8 and 9 of this fugitive slave order ave inserted.
and are as follows :

SECTION 1.  The establishment of a Military Post at Lexington is for
the purpose of restoring civil government and social order : to renew
the confidence of loyal citizens in the power of the Government to pro-
tect them in the enjoyment of all their civil rights : to induce all disaf-
fected citizens to renew their allegiance to the Government. and to live
in submission thereto: to put an end to the anarchy which has for the
past nine months been permitted to exist, and restore that condition of
law and order that in past fimes has afforded to the people such perfect
happiness and substantial prosperity. To conduce to such result, the
commanding officer declares the following rules for the government of
himself and all persons within his command :

SectioN VIII.  The city of Lexington, as the commanding officer is
advised; is infested with a large number of negroes whose masters fail
to exercise over them that surveillance necessary to secure their good
conduct. The Provost Marshal will require the owners of all slaves in
and around the Post to take immediate possession of all such and re-
move them beyond this Post; otherwise he will be proceeded against as

a violator of this order and punished accordingly.
8
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SEctioN IX. No fugitive slaves will be allowed within this Military
Post, and it is made the especial duty of the Provost Marshal, in pursu-
ance of general orders from Department headquarters, to cause all
fugitive slaves within this Post, or who may hereafter come within the
same, to be arrested and placed beyond the lines.

On May 6th another order was issued by Colonel Stevenson,
{o permit a Mr. Holmes to search the camp of the First Iowa
Cavalry for a fugitive slave. A copy of this order is also in-
serted. All of these orders are inserted as reminiscences of a
time when strenuous efforts were made to perpetuate slavery
and establish Freedom—to fight rebellion but not allowed to
fire on the enemy’s magazine.

FUGITIVE SLAVE ORDER.
HEADQUARTERS U. S. FORCES,
LEXINGTON, Mo., May 6th, 1862.

MAJOR :—] have had application made to me by a Mr. Holmes, of
Johnson county, for a fugitive slave, his property, alleged by him to be
in your camp.

T call your attention to the enclosed order upon the subject of fugi-
tive slaves, which has been approved at headquarters and ordered to be
strictly enforced. 1 desire you immediately to require all fugitive
slaves in your camp to be placed beyond your lines.

It is not my purpose to convert our soldiers into ‘slave catchers,”
which would be alike repugnant to them and myself, but I hold it to be
the first duty of a soldier to obey his superior officers, Major General
Halleck orders all fugitive slaves to be placed beyond our lines, leaving
the slave and his master to settle their affairs themselves. This order
yvou will strictly enforce. .

By order of JOHN D. STEVENSON,

Major W. M. G. TORRENCE, Colonel Commanding.

Com'd'g 1st Battalion 1st [a. Cavalry.

The First Iowa Cavalry were neither a band of slave hunters
nor **slave catchers.” Very little attention was given to these
orders, as the following occurrence will show.

In February. while Companies B and D were at Lexington,
information was received that a slave who had escaped from his
master and given important information and rendered efficient
service to Colonel Mulligan, at the time the Colonel was in
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command at Lexington, had been recaptured and returned to
his master ; that a chain had been riveted upon him, and he was
a prisoner in his master’s house. Lieutenant J. D. Jenks.
Compauy D, with a detail of men from Company D, visited the
plantation near the town to ascertain the facts. The master
disclaimed any knowledge of the facts and stoutly denied that
any such man was on the plantation. During this conversation
Lieutenant Jenks heard the clanking of a chain, and on search-
ing the house he discovered the negro in one of the rooms, with
a large iron chain about twelve feet in length, and weighing
seventy-five pounds, riveted around his ankle. He was at once
taken to the blacksmith of Company B. Isaac Rhodes, now re-
siding at DeWitt, Iowa, the rivets cut, and the man given his
freedom. The chain was sent to the Iowa State Historical So-
ciety, by Surgeon Cochran, a lasting memento of the barbarity
of slavery and the devilish inhumanity and cruelty of the Mis-
souri slaveholders, desperadoes, assassins and cut-throats which
the First Towa Cavalry encountered in its campaigns in this
sorely afflicted State.

The above engagements, skirmishes, scouts, ete., are cited
to show the activity, the constant vigilance, the unswerving ad-
herence to patriotism and duty, the tireless energy and self-
reliance and bravery of this regiment, amid the worst element
comprising the so-called Southern Confederacy. It was an ex-
perience which was never forgotten. The regiment was never
ambushed nor surprised during its entire term of service. In
this connection it is most proper to quote the language of Cap-
tain S. S. Burdett, Company B. late Commander-in-Chief of
the Grand Army of the Republic, in his oration delivered at
the reunion of the regiment at Cedar Rapids, Iowa, September
21st, 22d and 23d. 1886, beeause it is eminently true, ex-
pressed in language terse and unequivocal. He said :

«“The early October days found us in Missouri, and thence-
forth we were assigned to duties which none could have well
performed save only the highest in the soldierly and patriotic
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(qualities of patience. fortitude, self-denial, unflinching courage,
and supreme devotion to & cause. Every hardship known to
war fell to our lot. The somber picture we daily faced was for
years unlit by a single gleam of those glories which. in regular
warfare, light up the pathway of the soldierto glory or the
grave.  Our battle fields were in the by-ways and waste places.
where the human foxes we followed had their holes. Our
marches were in the night time, for from every hill-top, and
sometimes from the tree-tops, looked out a watcher to note our
progress and fix the ambush. And though compelled to this
duty. we were left without proper arms. and for two-thirds of
our term of enlistment were not so well armed for the business
we were engaged in as were the enemies we followed.  But our
duty was performed without repining, and I believe that if the
history of our whole service could he written up with that mi-
nuteness with which Kinglake has told the story of the Crimean
campaign, that it would appear that for individual daring, for
extent of country covered and protected, for extent of marches,
for number of conflicts, and for soldierly endurance and self-
denial, no regiment in the service excelled that to which we be-
longed. or deserved better of its country.”

In the spring of 1862 orders were received +all along the
line ™ to *<advance.”> March 6th Colonel Warren, with Com-
panies E, K, L and M, at Benton Barracks, were ordered to
(linton, Henry county. for the purpose of establishing posts to
guard the western portion of the State, and cutting off supplies
and recruits, which were being sent to the rebel forces through
this great highway. Colonel Warren, with the third battalion.
avrived at Sedalia on March 9th.

On the 27th Companies B and D were ordered to Clinton by
way of Sedalia, arriving at Sedalia on the 30th. ~ Companies C
and H at Jefferson City were ordered to Clinton by way of Se-
dalia, arriving at Sedalia on the 15th.  Companies A. F. G and
I were ordered from Georgetown to Sedalia, arriving at Sedalia
March 12th. )
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On the 5th, as before mentioned, the third battalion, under
Colonel Warren, left Benton Barracks for the field. A mem-
ber of Company K gives the following account of their pil-
grimage to Sedalia: << On March 5th we were ordered to Se-
dalia. We marched from the Barracks to the Pacific railroad
depot and boarded a train. When a few miles out, near Kirk-
wood, a station on the road, a collision took place, which resulted
disastrously for us—losing nearly one-half of the horses of the
command ; Company K losing sixteen killed and four badly
crippled.  After waiting about twenty-four hours in mud and
sleet, another train was procured and we again started for
Sedalia. The next morning, on arriving at Jefferson City, we
met Companies B and D, and were *dubbed’ by them the
- Band Box’ Battalion. We arrived at Sedalia about 10 o’clock
on the morning of the 9th. In reference to this *Band Box’
and * White Glove’ Battalion, it is but just to say that when it
left Benton Barracks it was *regarded by competent judges as
well drilled as any body of men in our branch of the service.
not excepting regulars.”’ _

Colonel Warren now assumed command.  March 14th head-
quarters of the regiment was established at Clinton, Mo., at
which place it remained until April Sth. when it was removed
to Butler, Bates county, about thirty-five miles west of Clinton,
and about twenty miles from the Missouri and Kansas State line.
Posts were also established at Clinton, Henry county, and
Osceola, St. Clair county.

The march from Sedalia to Clinton, a distance of forty-five
miles, was through a country the people of which were. with
scarcely an exception, hostile to the Government and holding
intimate relations with the various bands of guerrillas and bush-
whackers infesting that region of country. In fact the whole
section of country in which these posts were located was a
hotbed of guerrillas, bushwhackers and desperadoes, requiring
active vigilance and caution on the part of our troopers. On
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arriving at Clinton, the town was found nearly deserted and
houses tenantless.

Colonel Warren was now in command at Butler; Lieutenant
Colonel Moss, and afterward Captain W. E. Leffingwell, Com-
pany B, at Osceola; and Major James O. Gower at Clinton.

Hospitals were established at Butler, Osceola and Clinton.
Assistant Surgeon D. B. Allen in charge at Butler; Surgeon M.
B. Cochran at Osceola; and Dr. Thomas B. Drake, private of
Company G, was detailed to take temporary charge at Clinton.

Dr. Chas. H. Lothrop, having been appointed Additional As-
sistant Surgeon of the regiment, on reporting for duty at Clin-
ton May 26th, was ordered to take charge of that hospital.

This movement of the United States forces was a slow but
sure march to the southern part of the State, the loyal ele-
nent of which was gaining the ascendancy. By proclamation
Governor Gamble had ordered an enrollment of the militia. By
this proclamation the disloyal men were compelled to enroll
for the support of the Government or leave the State. This
created intense excitement, and most bitter feelings were en-
gendered. Many left, preferring to cast their lot with the
Southern army. Murders, assassinations and other acts of out-
lawry were committed.

In this state of affairs, as heretofore, the First Iowa Cavalry
was equal to the emergeney. Night and day they were in their
saddles—in a certain loeality at night, the next morning they
would be found thirty and forty miles away, attacking and
routing a rebel camp. or ¢ffectually breaking up a band of bush-
whackers and desperadoes. It would require pages to give the
history of its engagements, skirmishes and marches, as they
were of almost every day occurrence, with some portion of the
regiment. Surrounded by bands of unprincipled, stealthy foes.
exposed to many and secret dangers, amid darkness and storm,
sunshine and rain, they never swerved from the line of duty,
and rendered invaluable serviee to the State in this peculiarly
trying period.
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To mention a few of the most prominent engagements must
suffice.

INGAGEMENT OF MONTEVALLO, VERNON CO., MO.

From the official report of Lieutenant Colonel Moss we learn
that Companies D and K, one hundred strong, left the post at
Osceola, April 13th, in command of the Lieutenant Colonel,
for the purpose of breaking up a company of guerrillas at
Montevallo, Vernon county. After crossing Sac river, the ad-
vance guard had a skirmish with a squad of bushwhackers,
killing one and wounding three or four others. John Bauder,
Company K, was here wounded in the leg. Companies D and
K proceeded to Centerville, about five miles from Montevallo,
capturing fourteen prisoners, and encamped for the night.
Lieutenant Colonel Moss, with an escort of twenty-five men, in
charge of Lieutenant Barnes, Company K, proceeded to Monte-
vallo, leaving Captain P. Gad Bryan, Company D, in command
of the camp. Arriving at Montevallo the men were quartered
in the hotel and adjoining yard. About half-past four o’clock
in the morning, (14th,) a troop of fifty men were discovered
approaching the hotel, nearing which they demanded immediate
surrender. This demand was atl once replied to by a shot from
one of our men, Sergeant J. A. Lyons, our present State
Auditor. The fight continued until daylight, at which time
the enemy retired. The precise loss of the enemy was not as-
certained. Among the mortally wounded was Daniel Henly,
known as the ¢ Wild Irishman,” a leader of one of the most
desperate gangs of desperadoes in Missouri. Our loss was two
killed, Oscar Crumb and James Whitford, Company K, and
six wounded, Sergeant J. A. Lyons, T. J. Tupper, Joseph
Stone, Lieutenant Barnes, Company K. Samuel E. Shannon
and Jacob Hursh, Company D. After firing a number of
buildings in the town the command returned to Osceola. On
this raid several of the enemy were killed, twenty-two were
were captured, besides a number of horses and mules.
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Following is a copy of the official report of the engagement.
by Lieutenant Colonel Moss :

REPORT OF LIEUT. COL. C. E. MOSS, FIRST IOWA CAVALRY.
HEADQUARTERS PoOST OF OSCEOLA, April 17, 1862.

GENERAL :—On the morning of April 13th, 1862, I left this place in
command of Companies D and K, First Iowa Cavalry, 100 strong, to
proceed to Montevallo. Vernon county, for the purpose of breaking up
a company of guerrillas, reported 300 strong, supposed to have col-
lected at a point twelve miles distant from that place, on Cedar and
Horse creeks. I was joined by a force of State militia, under Captain
Gravely, from Humansville, 150 strong, making my whole force 250
men. After crossing Sac river, fifteen miles above its junction with
the Osage, we came upon the open prairie, when the advance guard
had a skirmish with a squad of jayhawkers, killing one and wounding
three or four more. They fired upon the advance guard from a house,
wounding private John Bauder, of Company K, First fowa Cavalry, in
the leg. After scouring the woods and thickets for a distance of four
miles the command advanced to Beckstown, capturing on the way some
fourteen prisoners. The troops then moved on to Clintonville, ten
miles from Montevallo, where the State militia encamped for the night.
Companies D and K then proceeded to Centerville, five miles distant
from Montevallo, and encamped for the night. Learning at this point
that a company of Federal troops left Montevallo only two days pre-
vious, and there was no organized force in twelve miles from that place.
[ detailed lLieutenant Barnes, from Company K. First Iowa Cavalry,
26 men, and the guide (Andrew J. Pugh) and my own servant, making
the whole party 28 men, and proceeded to Montevallo, leaving Captain
P. Gad Bryan in command of the camp. with orders to come up early
in the morning.

I arrived at Montevallo at seven o’clock in the evening, and quar-
tered my men in and about the yard of the hotel, giving special orders
to all the men to sleep on their arms and remain close together, pre-
pared for any attack that might be made. The men mostly slept in a
room of a log house attached to the hotel, and in the loft over a stable
in the yard, in which were picketed the horses. Four or five of the
men slept in the front kitchen of the hotel. After the guards were set
and the horses properly cared for and fed. I retired, with Lieutenant
Barnes, for the night. About half-past four o’clock in the morning we
were alarmed by an approaching body of armed men. said to be 50
strong. demanding an immediate surrender. with a threat of firing the
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house over our heads and shooting each one of us unless we complied
with the demand. The demand was answered by a shot from one of
my men. The fight now commenced and waged fiercely until daylight,
when the enemy retreated. The enemy would unquestionably have
carried their threat of firing the house into execution were it not for the
determined spirit of my command.

After the fight had continued a short time, I retired with Lieutenant
Barnes and four or five other men from the lower to the upper story of
the building, where ‘deliberate aim could be taken from the windows,
and the shots told with effect upon the foe, who retired some fifty yards
distant and took shelter behind a neighboring store. The order was
given to rush out, fall into line, and charge upon them. This being
given in a tone sufficiently loud to be heard by the enemy, caused them
to disperse and cease firing. The precise loss of the enemy cannot be
ascertained ; several were thought to have been killed and seven
wounded, three mortally. Among the mortally wounded was Daniel
Henly. known in St. Clair, Cedar and Vernon as the *- Wild Irishman.”
and leader of one of the most desperate gangs of desperadoes in Mis-
souri. Qur loss was two killed and six wounded. and two prisoners
who afterward escaped.

Never did men under similar circumstances display greater gallantry
than those with me that night. Being exposed to a most murderous
fire from double their number of men well armed, not a man flinched
or showed any disposition to surrender or give up the contest. Lieuten-
ant Barnes and Andrew J. Pugh (my guide) deserve my warmest
thanks for their cool gallantry and determined courage. The band
was found to be composed mostly of persons living or staying in the im-
mediate vicinity of the place.

The men met at another building, occupied as a tavern, and situated
about three hundred yards from where I stopped with my command.
The ground between that hotel and the one we occupied was covered
with vacant log huts and wooden buildings, with the exception of about
seven rods, which was covered with a thick growth of brush. These
buildings and the underbrush covered from view the advance of the foe
until within thirty yards of the house. They were enabled by that
means to approach much nearer before being discovered than they
otherwise would have done. Two privates of Company K left against
orders, and went to a house a quarter of a mile distant, occupied by a
man belonging to the band, and were captured, with their horses and

arms.
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Soon after daylight Captain Bryan came up with the two companies
of lowa cavalry and State militia. I immediately sent out a scout,
under Lieutenant Barnes, of Company K, in pursuit, directing him to
scour the country as far as Nevada and return that evening, I also
sent another, under command of Captain Bryan, with orders to scour
the country in the opposite direction and return in the evening. The
scout under Lieutenant Barnes soon came in sight of fifteen of the band
and pursued them some fifteen miles without being able to capture them
or recover the prisoners. He followed them to®Nevada, in Vernon
county, and returned in the evening. Captain Bryan was more success-
ful. He soon ran upon another party of the band, killed two and
wounded some two more, and captured one (George Gatewood), and re-
covered the two men captured the night previous. The keeper of the
hotel where the band met and organized that night was a leader in the
business and killed by Captain Bryan’s men.

Having learned from scouts and other sources that a body of some
sixty men, besides two companies from Cedar creek, were preparing to
attack the command that evening in Montevallo, I ordered the hotel
where the former attack was organized and the old buildings between
that and the place 1 was occupying with my command to be burned,
which was promptly done. This measure became necessary as a pre-A
caution against attack, and as a measure of safety, as those buildings,
of little or no value to any one, were being used as places of protection
and resort by the guerillas.

The command remained at Montevallo during the night of Monday
and left about seven o'clock Tuesday morning, and encamped about
nine miles from Stockton Tuesday evening near Cedar creek. During
the whole day bands of armed men, numbering from fifteen to twenty,
were seen moving in the direction of Stockton and White Hair in Cedar
county.

On Wednesday morning a heavy rain set in. which raised Cedar
creek so as to render it impassable for the wagons containing the
wounded men, and I set out for this Post, and arrived here with an es-
cort about ten o'clock in the evening. The command camped sixteen
miles from this place, near Cole’s store, and came in under Captain
Bryan this (Thursday) afternoon in a terrible rain storm, accompanied
by thunder and lightning, tearing up trees and rocks, and filling up the
creeks, so as to render them impassable two hours after our wagons had
passed over. ;

(‘aptain Bryan and Gravely, Lieutenant Shriver, and all the officers,
rendered every assistance in their power, and deserve the confidence of
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their commander. We captured twenty-two men, mostly with arms in
their hands, besides several horses and mules. Most of the arms were
worthless and were destroyed.

I have the honor to be your obedient servant,

C. E. MOSS,
Lieut. Col. Ist Towa Cav., Com’d’g Post.

To Brig. GEN. JAMES ToTTEN, Jefferson City.

Hon. William M. Wilson, now residing at Osceola, Towa, at
that time a corporal of Company D, thus describes the fight :

¢“Some of the men went to the barn to sleep, and some were
in the parlor of the hotel. and others on the kitchen floor.
Colonel Moss, Lieutenant Barnes, Corporal Shannon and my-
self were upstairs, Moss and Barnes in a bed, Shannon and 1
on the floor. We knew nothing of the approach of the rebelx
until they opened fire on our stable guard. We had no pickets
out; the people assured Colonel Moss that there were no rebels
or bushwhackers in the country, and he believed them.

‘“Soon after the firing began the house was surrounded, and
we supposed there were at least seventy-five rebels, from the
noise they made in firing into the windows and calling out,
“Surrender ! Surrender!”” As soon as we could get ready.
Lieutenant Barnes, Shannon and I opened fire on the crowd
with our revolvers from the windows in the upper story. This
fire was quickly rveturned and Barnes and Shannon were
wounded.  We emptied our revolvers and by that time the
rebels retreated. We then went down stairs to look after our
wounded men.

*“ Badly wounded as he was, Lieutenant Barnes was in the
saddle all that day, engaged in scouring the country.’’

The following account of the expedition and engagement is
furnished by the late Captain Thomas H. Barnes, Company K :

«In April, 1862, Lieutenant Colonel Moss, of the First Iowa
Cavalry, with a part of Companies D and K of his regiment,
Company D of the Twenty-Sixth Indiana Infantry, and a sec-
tion of a battery, were stationed at Osceola,. Missouri. Reports
coming to him from General Totten, commanding the district,
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that a rebel force of about 550 men were in camp at Monte-
vallo, he determined to rout them, and on the 13th started to
do so. The writer was in command of the advance guard of
25 men, made up from the two cavalry companies. We broke
camp at daylight and marched the entire day, and at night—

having missed our way—we found ourselves on the Montevallo

and Fort Scott road, about four miles from Montevallo and in
its rear. We reached the town about nine p. M., from a direc-
tion we were not expected. The advance charged the town at
once, eausing a general stampede and a lively getting out of
there by the Johnnies, when we went into camp for the night
in a hotel, corralling our horses in the yard that surrounded the
barn and house. Before daylight the Johnnies returned and
renewed the scrimmage, keeping it up until daylight, when
they retreated, after killing James H. Whitford and Oscar
Crumb, of Company K, and severely wounding the writer in
the hips and filling his eyes with fine broken glass by shooting
buckshot through a window, the effect of which is to destroy
his sight.  [This narrative is written at his dictation.] Also
wounding Sergeant J. A. Lyon, now Auditor of Iowa, in the
arm and shoulder; private Tupper in the arm; private Stone
in the leg, from which he died; E. Shannon in leg and finger ;
and Jacob Hursh in the face. Sergeant J. A. Lyon and the
other men were wounded while tighting in the yard.

** During the engagement two of our men were taken pris-
oners and carried off. My command being reinforced to 60
men, we gave chase in order to recapture these two men before
the rebs had time to hang them to a jack oak, and pursued to
Nevada, where we learned they had separated and a portion of
them were in our rear. We took the back track to Montevallo,
and all along the way could be seen, occasionally, a single
horseman on some eminence as a look-out, who would disappear
hefore we could reach him. We managed to * take in’ one of
them, who claimed to be a physician, and therefore a non-com-
batant. He was very indignant, saying we did not treat his



HISTORY OF FIRST IOWA CAVALRY. 69

profession with due courtesy. The writer informed him that
he also was a physician and desired his company, then disarmed
him, tied his legs together under his horse, and taking his
bridle rein to prevent his horse running away, resumed the
march.

¢“The Captain was very reticent until we reached Clear creek,
when he showed agitation and evident signs of fear. He asked,
Where are you going? To which I answered, Montevallo;
when he informed me we could never get there over that road,
as an ambush had been prepared for us, and the road barri-
caded at a spot where they could have a raking fire at us for
half a mile or more, designed to kill every mother’s son of us.
1 drew from him the fact that this creek could be crossed
about two miles below, where there was a private ford, and
turned the head of the column to the right in the direction of
this ford, leaving a detail to make a feint on the ambuscaded
road, which enabled us over the new route to make Montevallo,
reaching there in the night, finding it in flames, Colonel Moss
informing me he had fired the town to light us on our way in.
We here found also the two men that were captured and run
off, they having made their escape.”

May 2d, Colonel Warren, with a detachment of two hundred
men and a section of Battery F, Second Missouri Light Ar-
tillery, left camp on a scout to Marais des Cygnes river; re-
turned on the 11th with thirty prisoners and a quantity of pow-
der and lead found buried in the vicinity.

On May 15th a forage train, about four miles from Butler,
was fired upon by a band of bushwhackers, and three men
killed and one wounded. The names of those killed were J.
H. Bird and Andrew Foust, Company D, and Martin Meredith,
Company E. On the 16th, Dexter Stephens, Company I, was
killed by guerillas. On the 27th, a forage train from Osceola
was attacked and W. G. Harback killed, and Josiah Cameron
and Michael Higgins mortally wounded—all of Company C.
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SKIRMISH AT LOTSPEACH FARM,
NEArR WapesBurcH, Cass Co., Mo.

In June and July, the motorious W. C. Quantrel, with his
band of outlaws, put in an appearance to take part in the mur-
ders and pillage of this section. July 8th, a detachment con-
sisti\ng of details from Companies A, G and H,-of one hundred
men, under Lieutenant Reynolds, Company A, left Clinton for
a scout into Cass county.  On the morning of the 9th they en-
countered Quantrel and his band of about two hundred on the
Lotspeach farm in Cass county, strongly posted in timber.
After two ineffectual attempts to dislodge them, Lieutenant
Reynolds with his command returned to Clinton with a loss of
three wounded, D. W. Scott and A. Rudolph, Company G, and
George Warson, Company A.  Warson was mortally wounded.
and died the next day at the Gates farm near the battlefield.
The detachment arrived at Clinton on the 9th at r. M.

ENGAGEMENT AT BIG CREEK CLIFFS,
NEAR Preasant Hirn, Cass Co., Mo.

On the morning of the 10th, at five o’clock, Major Gower,
with detachments from Companies A and G, five commissioned
officers and 75 men, left Clinton and arrived at the Lotspeach
farm, (in the vicinity of the skirmish of the day before.) at
eleven A. m. At this place they were joined by a detachment
of 65 men of the First Iowa Cavalry from DButler, under the
command of Captain W. H. Ankeny. Company M, Licuten-
ants D. C. Dinsmore, Company I. and D. C. MecIntyre, Com-
pany L: a detachment of 65 men, from Harrisonville, of the
Seventh Missouri Cavalry, in command of Captain Martin ;
and afterward by a detachment of 60 men of the First Missouri
Cavalry, from Warrensbhurg, in command of Captain Miles Ke-
hoe and Lieutenant White. It was ascertained that Quantrel
and his band, (estimated at 250 men,) had left their camp on
Sugar creek, about four p. M. on the 9th. At two p. M. their
trail was discovered, and active pursuit commenced by our
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force. Leaving Rose Hill on the west, it took a northwesterly
route up the bottom land of Big creek, a branch of Grand
river. At seven P. M. it camped on the farm of a Mr. Horns-
by, having marched a distance of fifty miles. Quantrel and his
men had taken dinner at this place. Captain Kehoe, in disre-
gard of positive orders, left camp the next morning with his
command, for the purpose of * cleaning Quantrel out’ before
the balance of the command should engage him. As usual in
such cases, the ‘:other man” was the one who was ‘¢ cleaned
out.” Coming upon Quantrel about three miles west of the
town of Pleasant Hill, Captain Kehoe was ambushed, and his
advance guard killed, with the exception of Lieutenant White.
Captain Kehoe made an inglorious retreat, leaving his dead
upon the field.

It is believed that this premature engagement prevented the
capture of Quantrel and his entire band.  On crossing the road
leading from Pleasant Hill to Independence, Lieutenant Mecln-
tyre, Company L, with 50 men, was sent with an ambulance
containing fifty Philadelphia rifles with ammunition through
the timber, on the road leading to Independence, with instrue-
tions to march into the field upon the west side of the timber,
to be within supporting distance, and to cut off any retreat
which the band might make. The command then proceeded to
Sears’ farm, where Captain Kehoe had been repulsed.

This farm is situated on the western borders of Big creek.
The land in the vicinity is exceedingly rough and rocky, and
large masses of rock project from the high, rough banks of the
creek.  From this fact the name of Big Creek Cliffs is given
this locality. It was a most admirable position for defense.
At this farm our force came upon the guerillas, who at once
retreated down a * wood road ” leading to the creek. Quantrel
had chosen this place for battle and prepared his ambush, but
the First Iowa Cavalry, led by Lieutenant John MeDermott,
Company G, swept down on him like a whirlwind, and in less
than thirty minutes his band was scattered in all directions.
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Some were seen mounted two on a horse in their anxiety to
escape from the ‘‘boys,” who had followed them like sleuth
hounds. The loss of the First Iowa Cavalry was two killed,
James Beecroft and Suel Dodge, Company G, and ten wound-
ed—D. A. Kerr, Adjutant First Battalion; J. T. Foster, Ser-
geant Major First Battalion; Henry L. Dashiel, Quartermaster
Sergeant First Battalion ; Licutenant R. M. Reynolds and Geo.
W. Collins, Company A—Collins was mortaly wounded and
died soon afterward ; Lieutenant K. S. Foster, Jeremiah Bivins,
Louis Scherrer, James H. Stewart, Company G; and Erdix
C. EKastman, Company K. Total number of the command
killed, 9; total number wounded, 20. The loss of the guerillas
was 18 killed and 25 wounded. Everything was abandoned in
their haste to get away. Quantrel’s saddle-bags, containing
among other things the muster roll of his band, was captured.
Being present on the field, the writer speaks from personal
knowledge in reference to the affair. The greatest bravery was
exhibited by the troops engaged, and they appeared to be as
well versed in bushwhacking tactics as did the bushwhackers
themselves.

Following is the report of Additional Assistant Surgeon
Lothrop, who was present during the engagement :

I have the honor to report the following list of the killed and
wounded in the engagement at Big Creek Cliffs, Cass county, Missouri,
July 11th, 1862, commencing about eleven o'clock a. M. and continuing
about thirty minutes.

First Iowa Cavalry.

David A. Kerr, Adjutant Second Battalion, right arm near shoulder.
severely.

Joseph T. Foster, Sergeant Major Second Battalion, right forearm.,
not severely.

Henry L. Dashiel, Quartermaster Sergeant Second Battalion, right
chest, upper lobe of right lung, dangerously.

COMPANY A.

Robert M. Reynolds, First Lieutenant, scalp wound above forehead.
slight.

George W. Collins, chest, both lungs, fatally—has since died.
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CoMPANY G.
E. S. Foster, Second Lieutenant, left wrist and arm, not severely.
Jeremiah Bivins, private, right thigh, near the groin, severely.
Louis Scherrer, private, right hand, slightly.
James H. Stewart, private, right hand, slightly.
James W. Beecroft, private, killed.
Suel Dodge, private, killed-

CompaNy K.

Erdix C. Eastman, private, left thigh.

First Missourt Cavalry.
CoMPANY A.
Henry Robins, private, right shoulder, severely.
Herman Fribsha, private, left thigh, not severely.
Frederic Zanzel, private, left hand, by the bursting of a Colt's car-
bine.
William Schenelzer, private. left thigh, slightly.
Jacob Schuldt, private, right shoulder, severely.
John Schuldt. private, left thigh, slightly.

CoMpANy C.
Miles Kehoe. Captain. right shoulder, not severely. .
William L. Bell, private, left elbow, not severely.
Abram Brokow, private., neck and face, not severely.
Elijah White, Corporal, George Darkin, Corporal. Richard Masters.
private, William Trumpee, private, and G. H. Walker, private. killed.
ComPANY D.
Antoine Hannonzine, private, left cheek and tongue. severely.
William Ritcher, private, killed. ~
Seventh Missouri Cavalry.
COMPANY —.
Samuel Nicholas, killed.
Respectfully, CHAS. H. LOTHROP,
Add’l Ass't Surgeon Ist Towa Cavalry.

SKIRMISH ON CLEAR CREEK, ST. CLAIR CO.. MO.

August 2d, detachments from Companies B, E, L and M,
under the command of Captain J. M. Caldwell, Company I,
sent out from Butler to capture some cattle helonging to reb-

els. encountered on the wooded border of Clear creek, a branch
10
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of the Osage river, about two miles distant from the little town
of Taborville, St. Clair county, a band of guerillas said to num-
her three or four hundred men, well mounted and armed, under
the notorious outlaw Clowers. A short and spirited engage-
ment ensued. The enemy had chosen a seemingly secure posi-
tion, and after an ineffectual attempt to dislodge him, (being
greatly outnumbered,) Captain Caldwell withdrew his force to
the prairie; having in the meantime sent to Butler for rein-
forcements. A detachment under Captain H. H. Heath, Com-
pany L, was at once sent out to reinforce Captain Caldwell.
The following is Captain Heath’s report of the engagement
which ensued : I discovered a body of several hundred reb-
els in ambush on the heights of Clear ereek, about two miles
from Taborville, in St. Clair county, supposed to be under
command of the celebrated Colonel Coftee. (?) They had cho-
sen an apparently secure position, one which to attack success-
fully required the utmost confidence of a leader in his men.
We were but 75 strong, one-half the joint command being with
Captain Caldwell nearly a mile distant. The pickets of the
enemy were first driven in, they firing upon us as we advanced.
A charge upon their ambush was immediately ordered, the ene-
my driven from his cover and forced to a speedy retreat, after
considerable loss in killed and wounded. Captain Caldwell
subsequently cathe up in time to fire a few parting shots as the
rebels fled from the heights to the creek and to their horses be-

il

yond. ¥ * We lost several horses killed, among
which was my own. In this engagement were many who had
never heen under fire before, but their courage was manifested
under a most terrific fire of musketry within a few paces of
them, and from an enemy for the most part concealed within a
thickly studded ambush of undergrowth, and who could only
be discovered as they rose and poured forth their murderous
fire upon us.  Licutenants Bereman, Company E, Battalion Ad-
jutant, Joseph L. Edsall, and Sergeant Dunham, Company M,
particularly distinguished themselves ax brave and worthy offi-
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cers.”” Our loss in this engagement was four killed and twelve
wounded, as follows: Albert C. Alford, Caleb C. Botsford,
Michael J. Driscol, Company L, and Elisha C. Roland, Com-
pany M, killed; Captain H. H. Heath, George Jewett,
Samuel Tate, William E. Utterburg and Andrew Miller, Com-
pany L, Thomas E. Francis, Charles Hibber, William H. Todd,
George T. Nettle, Washington H. Rigby, Martin Jourdan and
Edward Ware, Company M, wounded. The loss of the enemy
was eleven killed ; number of wounded not known.

Colonel Warren with a considerable force arrived the next
day, but finding the enemy had fled and were beyond hix reach,
the command returned to camp.

About this time there was a determined effort on the part of
the rvebels to concentrate their forces and - take in'" the First
Towa Cavalry located at these posts. In anticipation of this
movement, Colonel Warren ordered all the prisoners heretofore
confined at Butler sent to Jefferson City. August 6th the pris-
oners, under the escort of Company D. arrived at Clinton.
Here all the available men of Companies A and D, under the
command of Captain McQueen, were ordered to escort the pris-
oners to Sedalia.  From thence they (the prisoners) were to be
transported by railroad to Jefferson City. Company B had
been previously ordered from Osceola to Batler. Now the
post at Osceola was ordered evacuated, and on the 6th Compa-
nies C and H, with two companies of the Missouri State militia,
arrived at Clinton from that post. In obedience to orders,
Colonel Warren evacuated the post at Butler on Thursday night,
August Tth, and retreated to Clinton. ~ His train, while cross-
ing Deep Water creek, was fired upon and one horse killed.

Soon after the arrival of the different companies at Clinton,
Colonel Warren, with a large portion of the regiment. marched
northwesterly from Clinton to reinforce Brigadier General
Blunt, who was threatened by a large force of the enemy under
Colonel Coffee.  On the 16th the battle of Lone Jack, a small
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village in the southeastern part of Jackson county, about sixty
miles from Clinton, was fought, at which place the Missouri
State militia, under Major Foster, were defeated. General
Blunt and Colonel Warren coming up soon after, the rebels re-
treated and a brisk pursuit followed, but without result. In
this pursuit after Coffee Colonel Warren and his command
marched about three hundred miles.

On the night of the 16th, by order of Brigadier General
Totten, that portion of the regiment remaining at Clinton, un-
der Captain William Thompson, Company E, marched to Se-
dalia. There was much excitement and confusion attendant
upon the breaking up of the camp, and the mareh was a forced
and confused one ; it being made, with but a single short halt,
between seven o’c¢lock in the evening and nine the following
morning—a distance of forty-five miles,

At this time Lexington was also threatened, and the regiment
was ordered to reinforce the troops at that place. No attack
was made upon the town, and in a few days the regiment re-
turned to Sedalia, at which place it remained until the 25th,
when it was ordered to reoceupy the post at Clinton. It arrived
at Clinton on the 26th, and went into camp at ‘- Camp Warren,”
about three miles north of the town. where it remained until
September 20th, scouting in Henry and the adjoining counties.
Here the regiment received orders from department headquar-
ters to report to Brigadier General James G. Totten, at Spring-
field. General Totten was at that time in command of the
First Division of the Army of Southwest Missouri.

All members of the battalion organization and of the regi-
mental band were ordered mustered out of the service.

As the regiment at this time was about to enter upon a differ-
ent and more extended field of duty, it will be proper here to
note the changes and additions among the officers up to this
time.

Colonel Fitz Henry Warren had been promoted to Brigadier
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General, United States Volunteers ; Lieutenant Colonel Moss
had resigned ; Captain James O. Gower, Company F, promoted
to Major and Colonel ; Captain William M. G. Torrence, Com-
pany A, promoted to Major, and resigned in May, 1862 ; Cap-
tain P. Gad Bryan, Captain Company D, promoted to Major
and Lieutenant Colonel ; Captain Daniel H. Anderson, Com-
pany H, and Captain J. W. Caldwell, Company I. promoted
to Majors. Doctor Charles H. Lothrop had been commissioned
Additional Assistant Surgeon, May 14th, 1862, and reported
for duty. Adjutant J. C. Stone, Quartermaster Martin L.
Morris, Battalion Adjutants D. A. Kerr, James M. Bryan,
Henry R. Robinson, and Battalion Quartermasters John A.
Landis, Charles A. Case and William H. Muzzy, had been
mustered out as extra Lieutenants. Henry L. Dashiel, private
Company H, was promoted to Regimental Commissary.

Among the line officers were the following :

Company A—First Lieutenant A. G. McQueen promoted to
Captain ; Second Lieutenant R. M. Reynolds and Sergeant
John A. Bishop to First and Second Licutenants.

Company C—Second Lieutenant Albert IF. Dean had re-
signed, and Sergeant Thomas Jones had heen promoted to the
vacancy.

Company D—TFirst Lieutenant J. D. Jenks promoted to
Captain, and Second Lientenant William R. Shriver and Ser-
geant George M. Walker to First and Second Lieutenants.

Company E— First Lieutenant William P. McClure and Sec-
ond Lieutenant Thomas A. Bereman had resigned, and Ser-
geants Silas R. Nugen and Summner R. Marshall had been
promoted to the vacancies.

Company F—First Lieutenant James R. Elliott had been
promoted to Captain, but was not mustered, and soon after
resigned.  Second Lieutenant Philip E. Shaver was promoted
to First Lieutenant and Captain, Sergeant Charles Dustin to
Second and First Lieutenant, and Sergeant Jacob Hursh to

Second Lieutenant.
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Company H—First Lieutenant Riley Westcoatt had been pro-
moted to Captain'; Second Lieutenant William H. Whisenand
and Sergeant Albert U. McCormick to First and Second Lieu-
tenants.

Company I—First Lieutenant David C. Dinsmore had heen
promoted to Captain, and Sergeant Amos Dilley to First Lieu-
tenant.

Company M-—Captain William H. Ankeny had resigned,
Second Lieutenant James P. Crosby promoted to Captain, and
Sergeant Edwin A. Dunham to Second Lieutenant.

At this place, ““Camp Warren,” Colonel Warren received
his commission as Brigadier Geeneral United States Volunteers,
and bidding a kind and heartfelt adieu in an address to his old
comrades of the First Iowa Cavalry, with tears he could not
suppress, he departed for another field of duty.

General Warren never forgot his old regiment in all its years
of service, and at the time the regiment suffered the outrageous
treatment at the hands of that long-haired ¢ hero of the lash,™
in Texas, General Warren was among the first to espouse its
cause, and personally requested the Secretary of War that it be
relieved from duty with General Custer, and mustered out of
the service at the earliest possible opportunity.

Following is a copy of the order mustering out the members
of the battalion organization, also of the regimental band:

HEADQUARTERS FIRST [owA CAVALRY.
CaMpr WARREN. CLINTON, Mo., Sept. 1st, 1862.
REGIMENTAL ORDER NO. 52.

In pursuance of General Order No. 91, Headquarters War Depart-
ment, Washington, Battalion Adjutants, Lieutenants David A. Kerr.
James M. Bryan and Joseph L. Edsall. are mustered out of service as
such from and after this date. )

Also the following members of the non-commissioned staff (battallion
organization), who are ordered to report to the commanders of their
respective companies for duty :

Joseph T. Foster, Sergeant Major, First Battalion. Company B.
James L. King, Sergeant Major, Second Battalion, Company C.
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John B. Aiken, Sergeant Major, Third Battalion, Company L.
Dexter A. Buck, Commissary Major, First Battalion, Company B.
Daniel Easley, Commissary Major, Second Battalion, Company H.
W. W. Fluke, Commissary Major, Third Battalion, Company E.
Sam’l C. Dickerson, Q. M. Major, First Battalion, Company F.
Henry L. Dashiel, Q. M. Major, Second Battalion, Company H.
Hiram A. Park, Q. M. Major, Third Battalion, Company L.

John Smitz, Saddler Major, First Battalion, Company F.

Wm. Applegate, Saddler Major, Second Battalion, Company D.
M. C. Chase, Saddler Major. Third Battalion, Company E.

Wm. Mann, Veterinary Major, Second Battalion, Company H.
Otto Rothlander. Veterinary Major, Third Battalion, Company G.

The following members of the band of the First Iowa Cavalry are
also mustered out of service from and after the date of this order :

First Class—John Wanneshiek, David W. Forbes, W. Clarke Hall
Hiram J. Dunwell.

Second Class—Henry M. Batter, George T. Davison. Richard W.
Brown, John M. Caldwell.

Third Class—dJohn Rule, John I. Marshall, Louis Keen. (amalicl
B. Williams, Henry D. Keller, Sylvester Britell.

And the following members belonging to the third class of the regi-
mental band are hereby ordered to their respective companies for duty:
George F. Bantz, Company B ; Albert G. Cunningham. Company A.

By order of JAMES O. GOWER.
T. A. BEREMAN, Adj’t Reg'!. Major Com’d g Reg't.

ON THE MARCH TO SPRINGFIELD, MO.

On the morning of September 20th. all the sick who were
unable to march having been ordered to Sedalia, in obedience
to orders the regiment, Colonel Gower in command, left Camp
Warren and took up its line of march to Springfield, distant
one hundred miles south of Clinton, by the way of Osceola,
Humansville, among the Osage hills, Stockton. formerly called
Fremont, erossing a portion of the Osage range of mountains.
to Melville. On the 24th it went into camp on a high ridge
near Sae river, about twenty miles from Springfield. to await
orders. On the morning of the 27th, orders having been re-
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ceived, it marched, arriving at Springfield about nine o’clock.
and camped about one mile from town.

INCIDENTS OF THE MARCH.

At the crossing of Grand river, two ambulances in charge of
Surgeon Cochran, with escort, returning from conveying the
sick to Sedalia, were fired upon by bushwaekers. The fire was
returned, and the bushwhackers lost one horse killed and one
man wounded.  No loss on our part. Near this place, Corporal
Van Hook, Company A, while absent from the command, was
wounded by bushwhackers. At Humansville the regiment
marched in the direction of Greenfield for the purpose of inter-
eepting a band of Coffee’s guerillas. They were not found.
On the 26th a scouting party was ordered out, going as far as
Sodom’s mills, near a place called Turnback, in the southwest-
ern part of Dade county—a noted locality for bushwhackers
and outlaws. The scout returned to camp about eight o’clock
in the evening of the same day with three prisoners, having
traveled thirty-two miles. The aggregate number of miles
traveled on this eircuitous march to Springfield was 148.

Here the transportation was cut down to the regulation
amount—one wagon for field and staff, one for each company.
and one wagon and one ambulance for the hospital department.
The officers were allowed eighty pounds of baggage, and pri-
rates what could be carried in their saddle valises, preparatory
to active operations in the field. It was then assigned to the
Second Brigade, First Division, Army of Southwest Missouri :
Brigadier General John M. Schofield commanding the army,
Brigadier General James Totten commanding division, and
Colonel William E. McE. Dye, Twentieth Iowa Infantry, com-
manding brigade.

On the 29th the regiment marehed and camped about ten
miles southwest from Springfield, near the town of Little York,
on Pond Spring creek. The camp was called Camp McClellan.
It was situated on a range of the Ozark mountains—the altitude
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being 175 feet above Springfield. The highest portion of this
range is between this camp and Springtield.

October 1st, the regiment with brigade and division marched
southward to unite with the Second and Third Divisions under
Generals Blunt and Brown, in an attack upon a rebel force of
13,000 men under General Cooper, near Newtonia, Newton
county. The command marched by the way of Buck Prairie
and Mt. Vernon, Lawrence county, and on the 2d camped
about ten miles southwest of Mt. Vernon, near the fountain
head of Center creek. Here all the sick were ordered to be
left, and the command to march without transportation. Leav-
ing camp on the afternoon of the 3d, it marched all night with-
out a halt. During the first part of the night there was a clear
sky, and the full moon shone upon the glistening arms of the
serried column as it pursued its silent and rapid march. About
midnight the scene changed and the poetic portion of the march
ended. A storm eame on just as the army reached a dense for-
est.  Then marching through gloom and mud and rain the
remainder of the night, it passed through a small town called
Jollification, six miles from Newtonia, about sunrise on the
morning of the 4th. On arriving at Newtonia, about eight
o'clock, it was found that the enemy was retreating.  The regi-
ment with the Twentieth Iowa Infantry engaged them in a sharp
skirmish, but with no loss to the regiment. The design was to
attack the enemy simultaneously from three different directions.
The movements of the army had been previously arranged for
this purpose. The Second Division under General Brown fail-
ing to come up at the appointed time, on account of the storm
and darkness, gave the enemy an opportunity to escape, thus
making a failure of the attempt to capture this rebel force.
Newtonia was a small, well built town of about five hundred
inhabitants, situated upon an extensive prairie, and at that time
nearly deserted. The command went into eamp about two miles
from the town ; seouting parties were sent out and reconnois-

11
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ances made in all directions, and the enemy found to be in full
retreat.

The army remained here until the 9th. In the meantime the
transportation arrived from the camp on Center creek. At ten
o’clock on the morning of the 9th, in a severe storm, the army
commenced the march to Cassville. Marching in a southeast-
erly direction, Shoal or Oliver’s ereek was crossed near a small
town called Gad Fly, in Barry county, ahout twenty miles from
the Arkansas State line. It had continued to rain heavily all
day, and the command went into camp near the town, thor-
oughly drenched ; the rain still falling in torrents, and the
transportation, on account of the almost impassable condition
of the road, was far in the rear. It, however, came up during
the night and the next day.

On the morning of the 12th the march was continued ; reach-
ing Cassville at about three o’clock in the afternoon the army
went into camp a short distance north of the town. Cassville,
the county seat of Barry county, is sitnated on War Kagle
creek, a branch of White river, about twelve miles from the
Arkansas State line, and twenty miles from Pea Ridge, one of
a number of broken plateaus of the Ozark range of mountains.

Tt was at this town that the celebrated battie of Pea Ridge
commenced. Near here sixty of our brave comrades lie huried
in one grave, and single graves are scattered here and there
over this whole vicinity—monuments of that desperate engage-
ment with and victory over the cohorts of slavery and rebellion.

On the 16th the regiment was transferred to the Second Brig-
ade, Third Division, Army of the Frontier, Brigadier General
F. J. Herron commanding the Division. On the 17th camp
was removed to MeMurtry’s Springs, the fountain head of Flat
creek, about four miles from our camp. On the next morning
the command marched by the way of the old Santa Fe mail
route, passing through Keitsville in the lead mining region, an
almost deserted town, and camped on Sugar creek, about seven
miles from Elk Horn tavern, in Benton county, Arkansas.  This
was the road taken by Generals Price and Van Dorn in their
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retreat from the pursuit of the victorious army of General Cur-
tis after the battle of Pea Ridge.

The road for a distance of four or five miles is situated be-
tween two high ridges of mountains. Large trees were felled
across the narrow defile in quick succession to impede the pur-
suit, and as rapidly removed by the pursuing army in its efforts
to capture the retreating forces. The marks of that memorable
retreat and pursuit were everywhere visible.

On the evening of the 20th the command left camp and
marched all night, (passing General Bhunt’s forces during the
night,) and reached Elk Horn tavern about sunrise of the 21st.
Halting here for a short time, it marched in an easterly direc-
tion, and at night camped on the banks of White river.  Cross-
ing the river on the morning of the 22d, we were again among
the high, rugged wilds of the Ozark range, marching over high
peaks and through deep ravines. After passing War Kagle
Mills, situated upon War Eagle creek. the line of march was
up a high, steep peak. Arriving at the summit a most heauti-
ful scene was presented to our view. Many. forgetting the
realities of war, instinctively stopped to gaze in admiring won-
der upon the scenery which nature had spread out in such rich
profusion before us. In the distance stretched another range of
mountains, peak after peak rising like so many towers on a
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huge fortification, while at its base the War Eagle viver made :
graceful bend ; then turning again in its course, it came sweep-
ing around nearly at our feet below; embracing a beautiful
green valley, dotted with farm houses and interspersed with
fields of ripening grain ; while large orchards, laden with fruit,
stood prominently forth in this enchanting scene. +* Moses,
when standing on the top of Mount Pisgah, looking over into
the promised land, gazed not on a scene half so lovely.™

The line of march continued among the peaks of these rug-
ged hills until the highest point was reached, when a descent
was made to the valley beyond. The command halted at a
hamlet at the foot of the mountains called Rip Van Winkle’s
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Saw Mills, about five o’clock p. M., to rest and feed our weary
animals. At about seven o'clock P. M. we were again in our
saddles and in quick pursuit of the enemy. Rip Van Winkle's
Saw Mill is situated about ten miles from Huntsville, in Madi-
son county. The little village had been partially destroyed by
the enemy in their retreat before us.  The line of march was
here changed to a northwesterly direction. Our little army at
this time was composed of the Nineteenth and Twentieth
lowa Infantry, Twentieth Wisconsin Infantry, Seventh Mis-
souri Mounted Infantry (militia), one company Second Mis-
souri Light Artillery, one battalion First Missouri Cavalry,
and the First Iowa Cavalry. An all night march was again
made.  Reaching the banks of White river about three o'clock
on the morning of the 23d. the command halted for rest until
daybreak, at which time it crossed the river, and was again on a
forced march in pursuit of the enemy. On arriving at Worth-
ington, also called Mudtown, near which place it was reported
that the enemy had made preparations for a battle. it was found
that they were again on the -:skedaddle’” for the ‘- Sunuy
South.””  Worthington or Mudtown is a small town, situated
about two miles south of Cross Hollows. on the road leading
from Bentonville to Huntsville. It was at this place that
forty Missouri soldiers were poisoned, at the time General Cur-
tis passed through it in pursuit of General Price. In retalia-
tion for this dastardly act. every house in the town was hwrned.
the chimneys remaining as monuments of the inhuman act of
the inhabitants.  The command now marched in a northerly
direction. passing through Cross Hollows, and camped (on the
23d) about four miles from that place, at Valley Springs, on
Spring creek, in Benton county. This place was the camp
and rendezvous of Generals Price’s, Van Dorn’s and MeCul-
lough’s armies during the previous winter. The distance trav-
eled during this fatiguing march of three days and nights, over
a mountainous region of country, was one hundred miles.  The
name -+ Cross Hollows " is given to a place on the old Santa Fe
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stage route, where two deep rocky ravines cross each other.
It is a natural fortification and well nigh impregnable.

The enemy finally ¢+ stopped running,”’ about six miles south
of Fayetteville, and about thirty miles distant from our camp
at Valley Springs. At nine o’clock on the evening of the 27th,
eight companies of the regiment, with the Seventh Missouri
Mounted Infantry (militia), and a detachment of the First Mis-
souri Cavalry, under command of General Herron, marched to
attack a rebel force under General Magruder, on White river,
about six miles southeast of Fayetteville. On the morning of
the 28th the command crossed White river at McGuire’s Ford.
and engaged the enemy. After a sharp engagement, lasting
more than an hour, the enemy were routed, their breakfast cap-
tured, and a speedy retreat was made toward the Boston moun-
tains. Companies B, C, G and H of the regiment were ordered
to pursue. A sharp skirmish ensued, with the loss of one man
wounded from Company G, name not- known. The enemy’s
loss was not known ; two. however, were killed and left on the
field. The force of the enemy engaged numbered about 3.000.
Our force numbered 1,000,  Soon afterward the command re-
turned by way of Fayetteville to camp at Valley Springs.
arriving there on the 29th, having in the meantime marehed a
distance of fifty miles and fought a battle.  On the 28th our
Quartermaster, Samuel Dickinson, was killed by cuerillas,
while in charge of a detail of ten men, assisting a Union man
and his family to remove within our lines. On the next day
Dickinson was buried with military honors. At this camp As-
sistant Surgeon Allen, an accomplished gentleman and genial
companion, was taken seriously ill and left for his northern
home, having been granted leave of absence.

November 2d, the First Battalion of the regiment, under Ma-
jor J. W. Caldwell, made a retrograde march to Elk Horn tav-
ern, and camped near the tavern on Pea Ridge hattlefield about
four r. M. It was here the battle raged the fiercest. Thirty-
nine graves mark the place where the lowa Ninth made a des-

s
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perate charge upon a rebel battery, and everywhere the relics
of that terrible conflict were present.

On the 4th the Second and Third Battalions, with the Sec-
ond and Third Divisions of the army, came up on a retrograde
movement into Missouri, by order of Major General Curtis,
commanding the department. The following were the positions
of the divisions of the army previous to this time.

The First Division, Brigadier General James G. Blunt com-
manding, was in camp at Prairie Creek, six or seven miles from
Bentonville, on the road leading from Bentonville to Huntsville.

The Second Division, Brigadier General James G. Totten
commanding, was in camp at Osage Springs, about five miles
south of Bentonville, on the same road.

The Third Division, Brigadier General F. J. Herron com-
manding, was in camp at Valley Springs, near Cross Hollows.

The First Division remained on Prairie creek, while the
Second and Third Divisions, as before stated, were on a retro-
grade march into Missourl. The cause of this movement was
the attack made upon our posts at Clarke’s Mills, on the road
from Springtield to Forsyth, Taney county, and a report that
the enemy were marching in force upon Springfield, and that a
similar movement was being made upon Iartville, the county
seat of Wright county. On the 5th the regiment, with the
division, passing through Keitsville, camped at Cassville, about
four o’clock p. M. Here Sergeant Harris, Company H., was
buried with military honors, he having died in an ambulance
during the march. From Cassville the line of march was to-
ward Springfield. On the 6th the command marched twenty-
eight miles and camped on Crane creek, about thirty miles
distant from Springﬁeld, and remained there until the 10th,
when the march toward Springfield was continued for about
fifteen miles, to a point about four miles north of Dug Springs,
from which place the command marched in an easterly direc-
tion, and camped on James river, a branch of White river. At
this camp private Martin, Company L. died, and was buried
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with military honors. On the 11th it camped at Ozark in a
cold rain storm.

Ozark is a little town of some twenty families, pleasantly
sitnated upon a high bluff on Finley creek, a branch of the
James river. Here an order was promulgated making our
able and worthy Surgeon, M. B. Cochran, Medical Director of

the Third Division, Army of the Frontier—a most exeellent
promotion. On the 14th the command marched in a northerly
direction about fourteen miles to White Oak Springs, the foun-
tain head of Sawyer’s creek, in Webster county.

On the 17th it made a retrograde march, amid mud and a
cold, drizzling rain, through Ozark, and bivouacked for the
night in mud and sleet. The transportation could scarcely be
moved on account of the almost impassable condition of the
roads.

A portion of the sick were sent to general hospital at Spring-
field, while the remainder were left at a Mr. Ayer’s house in
Ozark, a most comfortable and hospitable place, in charge of
Hospital Steward Edwin M. Winters, with two nurses and one
cook detailed as assistants.

On the 22d, after marching continuously through mud and
rain, the eommand camped on the Wilson Creek battle field, at
Twin Springs, called ** Camp Curtis.”” Here the regiment was
transferred from the Second to the First Brigade.

The Second Division of the army, under the command of
Colonel Daniel Huston, Seventh Missouri Cavalry, (General
Totten having been ordered to St. Louis as a witness before a
about twelve
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eourt martial,) was in camp at ** Camp Lyon,
miles distant, near McCullough’s store, on the Springfield and
Cassville road. About this time, General Schofield being ab-
sent, General Herron assumed command of the Second and
Third Divisions of the army. On the 25th all the available
men of the regiment were ordered out on an expedition to Yell-
ville, Marion county, Arkansas. They returned on the 29th,
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having burned a portion of the town, paroled 150 prisoners,
and marched 250 miles.

During the time the Second and Third Divisions were march-
ing and countermarching in the rain, sleet and mud in Missouri,
the First Division, under General Blunt, had left its camp near
Bentonville, and forced the enemy, at Fayetteville and Cane
Hill, in Washington county, to vacate its position and retire to
Van Buren, on the Arkansas river, beyond the Boston moun-
tains, while General Blunt with his division was occupying the
vacated position at Cane Hill, a small town situated in the Bos-
ton mountain range, a hundred and twenty miles distant from
the Second and Third Divisions, in camp on Wilson's ereek, in
Missouri. The enemy, under Generals Thomas, Hindman,
Marmaduke, Rains and Frost, numbering more than 25,000
men, were concentrated at Van Buren; while General Blunt.
with his small division of between four and five thousand men,
was less than twenty-five miles distant. It was seemingly an
easy task for General Hindman to fall upon General Blunt and
crush him before any reinforcements could possibly reach that
little army at Cane Hill. But General Hindman was *reckon-
ing without his host.” e, however, set his army in motion.
and on December 5th and 6th it was skirmishing with General
Blunt’s outposts.  General Blunt had in the meantime received
information of the intended attack, and at once ordered General
Herron to advance with the Second and Third Divisions to his
support. The order was received at the camp on Wilson’s creek
at nine o’clock on the morning of the 3d, and at twelve o’clock
the Third Division was in motion, with the Second Division
followng, in a most rapid and unparalleled march to reinforce
General Blunt in his perilous situation. At three o’clock on
the afternoon of the 5th, the army was in camp about four
miles south from Elk Horn tavern. a distance of fifty-six miles
from ‘¢ Camp Curtis.”

On the 6th the command marched at daylight. The First
and Third Battalions First Iowa Cavalry, under Colonel Gower.
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(the Second having been detailed as rear guard for division
train,) with the Tenth Illinois, Sixth, Seventh and Eighth Mis-
souri, First Battalion Second Wisconsin, and First Arkansas
Cavalry, all under command of Colonel Wickersham, Tenth
Illinois Cavalry, were ordered to reach General Blunt without
delay. At twelve o’clock midnight this cavalry force, with the
exception of the First Arkansas Cavalry, which for some reason
never explained left the command when near Fayetteville, re-
ported at General Blunt’s headquarters, at Cane Hill, near
Boonsboro, Washington county, Arkansas, having marched
forty-seven miles, been in the saddle for eighteen consecutive
hours, and marched a distance of about one hundred and twenty
miles in three days. Ample provision had been made for the
force—fence rails for our fires, forage for our horses, and
coffee, hard-tack and—side meat for the inner man. In a short
time the tired cavalrymen, wrapped in their blankets, were in a
sound, refreshing slumber, to be in their saddles and in line of
battle at daylight the next morning. It was soon discovered
that General Hindman had ¢¢stolen & march ' on General Blunt.
and was endeavoring to crush General Herron in his endeavors
to reinforce General Blunt. General Blunt at onee put his
army in motion to now reinforce General Herron. Marching
by the ‘¢ valley road”’ to Rhea’s Mill, at which place he had
previously parked his large supply train, guarded by a single
brigade, he heard the booming of cannon in the direction of
Fayetteville. In flanking General Blunt, General Hindman
had unexpectedly fallen upon the army of General Herron, who
at once gave battle. General Blunt, taking in the situation,
ordered the eavalry forward and followed with his infantry and
artillery at a quick pace; so rapid was his march that the last
five miles were made in one hour. About two o’clock p. M.
the cavalry struck the left rear of the rebel army in a growth of
oak timber, upon a ridge on the southern side of a prairie.
Here the plucky Tenth Illinois Cavalry run their little mountain

howitzers under the very noses of the rebel line of infantry and
12
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presented their compliments in a storm of grape and canister.
The rebel line recoiled, but soon rallied and captured one of the
howitzers. Licutenant James M. Simeral. Company L, with
twenty dismounted men of Companies I and M. recaptured the
howitzer and brought it off the field. It was a most daring act
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of bravery, **pluek’ and ‘' nerve,’” for twenty men in the very
tace of an overwhelming force of the enemy to recapture the
oun. Perhaps none except Licutenant Simeral and a few
¢ dare devils’® of these companies would have entertained the
thought of such an exploit for a moment. The location being
most unfavorable for a cavalry engagement, all the eavalry were
ordered to take position upon the prairie, and the First Iowa
Cavalry ordered to support Allen’s Battery. That battery
proved to be well able to take care of itself, for guns were never
worked hetter. The battery appeared to be in one constant
sheet of flame, =o rapid were the discharges. Three different
times the rebels charged it in immense numbers from their cover
upon the wooded hillside, and as many times they would waver.
halt and retreat in the utmost disorder. leaving the field strewed
with dead and wounded. In this battle the regiment lost one
man, W. H. Fortune. Company A, wounded ; and three men.

Loyal E. Ballou and James Chambers, Company K, and :
captured.

During the night General Hindman muflled the wheels of his
artillery and made a most inglorious retreat over the Boston
mountains, leaving hix dead unburied and his wounded to be
cared for by the Union forces.

Our entire force engaged in this memorable battle did not
exceed 8,000 men, while that of the rebel force exceeded 25,000
men.  General Herron gave battle to this overwhelming foree
with 3,300 men. but was afterward reinforced hy General Blunt
with 5,000 men. resulting in a Waterloo defeat for the rebels.
Our entire loss in killed, wounded and missing, was 1, 148—
167 killed, 798 wounded. and 133 missing.  Many of the miss-
ing were afterward accounted to be among the wounded.  The
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loss of the enemy has never been ascertained, but from reliable:
estimates made at the time it was at least 3,000. More than
1,000 men were killed and buried on the field.

All of our wounded were removed to general field hospitals
which had been established at Fayetteville. Additional Assist-
ant Surgeon Lothrop, of the regiment, was ordered to take
charge of one of them, containing eighty-four patients, located
in a brick church. Fayetteville. the county seat of Washington
county. was quite a large, well built town, pleasantly situated
among the Boston mountains.  Two or three excellent institu-
tions of learning were located there. The battle field is called
Prairie Grove ; also (improperly) Fayetteville and Illinois ereek.
It is situated some ten miles southwest from Fayetteville, on
the road leading from Fayetteville to Cane Hill.  The Illinois
creck, or river, a tributary of the Arkansas river, is its north-
ern boundary line, while a high ridge covered with timber and
dense undergrowth forms the southern boundary. This prairie
is about one mile wide, and extends in a westerly direction for
several miles. Portions of it were under cultivation.  Allen’s
Battery (one of General Blunt's batteries), with the regiment
(First Iowa Cavalry) supporting it, were located in one of the
large fields of corn. A church and a number of farm houses
were situated in the groves upon the ridge. The church used
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as a rebel hospital was called ¢ Prairie Grove Church,” from
which came the name of the battle field.

In order that there be no more mistakes made as to the time,
place and results of the battle of Prairie Grove, it is proper to
state here that the battle of Prairie Grove occurred on Sunday,
December Tth. 1862, at a place called Prairie Grove, situated
on Illinois ereek, or river, about ten miles distant to the south-
west from Fayetteville, Arkansas.

General Herron, with his little army of 3,300 men, while on
the march to reinforce General Blunt at Cane Hill, encountered
on that day a rebel force of not less than 25,000 men, under
Generals Hindman, Marmaduke and others, near that place.
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The battle field was selected by General Hindman. General
Herron’s army fought this rebel force from about nine o’clock
in the morning until two o’clock in the afternoon without assist-
ance. At that time General Blunt came up with his force of
5,000 and then Blunt and Herron jointly continued the fight
until dark, resulting in a most disastrous defeat, and a vapid
retreat during the night of what remained of this immense
rebel force.

The following is one of General Hindman’s orders, issued
upon that occasion :

HEADQUARTERS FIRST CORPS TRANS-MISSISSIPP1I ARMY,
IN THE F1eLD, December 4th, 1862.

SOLDIERS :—From the commencement to the end of the battle bear in
mind what I now urge upon you:

First. Never fire because your comrades do, nor because the enemy
does ; nor because you see the enemy ; nor for the sake of firing rapid-
ly. Always wait till they are certainly within the range of your gun,
then single out your man, take deliberate aim, as low as the knee, and
fire.

Second. When oceasion offers, be certain to pick off the enemy’s
officers, especially the mounted ones, and to kill his artillery horses.

Third. Do not shout except when you charge the enemy. As a
general thing, keep silent, that orders may be heard. Obey the orders
of your officers, but pay no attention to idle rumors, or the words of
unauthorized persons.

Fourth. Do not stop with your wounded comrades; the surgeons
and infirmary corps will take care of them; do you forward and avenge
them.

Fifth. Do not break ranks to plunder. If we whip the enemy, all
he has will be ours: if not, the spoil will be of no benefit to us. Plun-
derers and stragglers will be put to death on the spot. File closers are
especially charged with this duty. The cavalry in rear will likewise
attend to it.

Remember that the enemy you engage with has no feelings of mercy
or kindness toward you. His ranks are made up of Pin Indians. free
negroes, Southern tories, Kansas jayhawkers and hired Dutch cut-
throats. These bloody ruffians have invaded your country ; stolen and
destroyed your property; murdered your neighbors; outraged your
women ; driven your children from their homes ; and defiled the graves
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of your kindred. If each man of you will do what I have here urged
upon you, we will utterly destroy them. We can do this; we must do
it; our country will be ruined if we fail. A just God will strengthen

our arms, and give us a glorious victory.
T. C. HINDMAN,

Major General Commanding.

Comment is unnecessary, unless it is to state that soon after
General Hindman encountered these men he had so vilified, he
must have had a most wholesome respect for them, as his supe-
riors in every respect, except in the manner of conducting a
cowardly retreat.

A brief extract of a lengthy effusion called a report of this
battle; by one Colonel Joseph Shelby, who claims to have been
in command of a brigade of cavalry, at that time, is here in-
serted, not for any historical merit, because it has none, but as
a literary curiosity, illustrating the flights of imagination taken
by some of the rebel officers in making reports of their paper
battles during ** the late unpleasantness™:

When the final struggle came, when General Parsons met the shock
of Blunt's entire command, this regiment formed with him and fought
with great effect and intrepidity, for the dead and wounded Federals
lying stretched out in their gory beds. - thick as autumnal leaves in
Vallambrosa,” can well attest the fury and courage with which the Mis-
sourians fought, shoulder to shoulder and side by side. Colonel
Thompson, Lieutenant Colonel (John C.) Hooper, Major Smith, the
Captain of each respective company, were amid their men, and did
great good by their true and heroic bearing. Now the combat thickens
all along the lines, and death, with its black banner on the breeze,
nerves each heart and cheers them on to the rough, red fray. Bledsoe
was there amid his guns, all dirt-begrimed and powder-blackened, ply-
ing his lurid torch where balls would send or powder search, and
never once during that long. hot day were they silent except when go-
ing nearer and nearer to the foe. Colonel Jeans, Lieutenant Colonel
Gordon and Lieutenant Gregg were also on the left where the fire was
getting hotter and hotter, and with the pilot’s wary eye steered their
commands safely through the breakers, white with the fire of deadly
cannon and painted with all the dreaded gloom of ghastly war. On the
‘right that part of my command under Major Kirtley had returned
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from a successful charge, under your immediate eye, and when the
dark and weird shadows of night had closed over earth and sky and
the dead and wounded, reports of a well won and well fought battle
came cheerily up from all parts of the field, and I drew my command
together calmly and cautiously, knowing that the day in all its bear-
ings was ours. Night had closed the march of death. and the idle
breeze now gave no murmur back to tell of what had been passing but
a few brief moments before.

I dismounted my entire command, moving them as infantry to the
road leading directly down to the house at the foot of the hill and be-
hind the batteries there stationed. and ordered them to bivouac without
fires, with guns in their hands and determination in their hearts. Down,
down upon the cold, hard earth, without a murmur, without a word
spoken above a whisper, they lay, with longing eyes stretched far away
northward, thinking of home and the morrow and another glorious
day. .

Those present during that engagement. knowing the facts.
will wonder if this Colonel Shelby was at that time within
twenty miles of that battle field. Nothing in his ** report,” so
far as examined, indicates his presence on that field. To illus-
trate : At the time he represents that he dismounted his com-
mand, and ordered them to bivouae without fire, with ** guns ™
in their hands, and they went ¢ Down, down upon the cold.
hard earth, without a murmur, without a word spoken above
a whisper, they lay with longing eyes stretched far away north-
ward, thinking of home, and the morrow and another glorious
day.”” those fellows were **on the skedaddle’” across the Bos-
ton mountains as fast as their attenuated legs would carry their
cowardly bodies. And they did not stop running until they
reached the town of Van Buren some forty-five miles away.

The regiment camped upon the battle field until the 27th, at
which time it took an active part in the expedition to Van Bu-
ren, a town situated upon the Arkansas river. about forty-five
miles south from the camp at Prairie Grove. Van Buren was
one of the most important towns in the State, pleasantly situ-
ated upon the north bank of the river, and doing a large eom-
mercial business.  The sale of goods before the war exceeded
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one million dollars annually. It was a most important depot of
supplies for the rebel army in that section of country.

At Dripping Springs, a small town about ten miles from Van
Buren, the First Iowa Cavalry, having the advance, encoun-
tered a regiment of Texas rangers on outpost duty at that place.
A charge was at once made, and a most confused retreat of the
rangers followed. All the paraphernalia of camp life were
scattered promiscuously along the road. The retreat and pur-
suit were continued into Van Buren, and the victory was com-
plete.  One hundred of the enemy were taken prisoners, five
Arkansas river steamboats burned, and an immense amount of
property, commissary and quartermaster supplies. were cap-
tured and destroyed. It was estimated that not less than
$300,000 were lost to the rebellion. On the 31st it returned
to camp at Prairie Grove, having taken a leading part in the
most dashing and daring expedition which had yet taken place.
It was essentially a cavalry fight, and won by them—the First
TIowa Cavalry leading. On this expedition Captain A. G. Me-
Queen, Company A, with 75 selected men of the regiment, a~
an escort for General Schofield, who was endeavoring to over-
take Generals Blunt and Herron, (but failed,) marched thirty-
one miles across the mountains in three hours and five minutes.
and during that time charged through a squad of rebels.  Lieu-
tenant Colonel (then Captain) McQueen writes: -1 mention
this fact as it surpasses the famous poetic ride of General Sheri-
dan to + Winchester town.” General Schofield was greatly
pleased and complimented us highly.”

General Curtis, in his report to General Halleck, said : +<The
Army of the Frontier, under Blunt and Herron, moved over
the Boston mountains Saturday, and without halting, driving
the enemy across the Arkansas river. * * * The
march of forty-five miles with arms and service, over the moun-
tains and through the deep mud of the valley, was a most haz-
ardous and gallant affair.””

The battle of Prairie Grove and the subsequent capture of
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Van Buren was of the utmost importance to the Union cause.
It saved Missouri from further devastation. It gave the Union
cause in western Arkansas great assistance. It offered an op-
portunity for Union men who had been hiding in the caves and
fastnesses of the Boston mountains, and hunted like wild beasts
by ¢¢Southern gentlemen,’ to rally for country and home. Tt
broke up in rout and demoralization an army of 25,000 men,
eonvincing many of them of the hopelessness of their cause.
It was a powerfully stunning blow, from which the western
portion of the so-ealled Southern Confederacy never recovered.
No vietorious rebel army ever appeared north of the Arkansas
river afterward.

The close of the year found the regiment in camp again at
Prairie Grove. During the year 1862 the easualties of the
regiment had been so great that 275 recruits were sent from the
State to fill its depleted ranks.



1863.

At seven o'clock on the morning of January 2d the regiment,
with the Third Division of the Army of the Frontier, left their
«amp at Prairie Grove and commenced a retrograde. meander-
ing march to Missouri.  Marching through Fayetteville it
amped about three miles east of the town. on the north branch
of White river, on the road leading to Huntsville, a small town
about thirty wmiles distant east from Fayetteville.  On the 5th
the march was continued, arriving at Huntsville on the evening
of the 6th. We were again among the rugged hills of the
Boston mountains.

The objeet of this march was to intercept the vebel General
Marmaduke in his retreat from an unsuccessful raid into Mix
souri through the passes of these mountains.

On the 10th the army left Huntsville, and from this time
until the 19th, when it arrived on the south bank of White
river, opposite Forsyth, the county seat of Taney county, Mis-
souri, it was a slow, tedious and disagreeable march among the
hills and valleys of the Ozark range. The line of march crossed
Dry and Osage forks, branches of Kings river, Crooked creek,
a branch of White river, through the town of Carrollton, the
county seat of Carroll county, Arkansas, to White river. D~
ing this march scouting parties were sent out at various times,
and skirmishes with the enemy were of frequent occurrence. 1
quote a few extracts from my notes made at that time in refer-
ence to the march, ete.

January 2d.—Assistant Surgeon Allen reported from sick

leave.
13
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On the evening of the 6th arrived at Huntsville and camped
on a hill east of town. Many fine boiling springs of pure, clear
cold water were passed during the day. Plenty of forage in
this vicinity.

On the 10th marched and camped a few miles from Kings
River Mills, about fifteen miles from Huntsville.

January 11th. Remained in camp until one o’clock p. M.,
awaiting orders. At that time marched eight miles and camped
at dark on Osage creek, about seven miles distant from Car-
rollton.

January 12th.  Marched this morning at nine o'clock, and
reached Carrollton. the county seat of Carroll county, a small
town situated on Crooked creek, now nearly deserted. Major
Caldwell, with 400 men of the regiment, returned from an ex-
pedition to Kingston. On that expedition the extensive salt-
petre works located at Kingston. a small town in Madison
county, on Buffalo ereek. a branch of White river, and operated
hy the rebel government, were entirely destroyed, and several
tons of saltpetre burned. The works were situated upon a
mountain side, and guarded by a company of 75 men. The

0

«+hoys"" dismounted and made a rapid ascent of the moun-
tain, while the -+ guards’" as rapidly disappeared over the op-
posite side, in full retreat.  After the destruction of the works,
Captain MeQueen, Company A, with 200 men, was ordered to
destroy another saltpetre factory about ten miles distant, which
was accomplished.

Extensive caves of nitre earth, yielding from three to six per
cent. of saltpetre. are found in this vicinity. It being easily
obtained and manufactured at little expense. with the almost
impossibility of replacing the machinery. steam engines, ket-
tles. ete.. the destruction of the works was a severe blow to the
rebel government.  While returning, and in camp near Kings-
ton. a drove of horses and mules destined for the rebel army
was captured and 39 men taken prisoners. Our loss was one
man wounded, George W. Patterson. Company €. Patterson
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was severely burned about the face and eyes while rescuing a
sick and helpless rebel soldier trom a burning building. He
heard the soldier’s cry for help, went to his assistance, and
brought him safely out—a most heroic and humane act, hut
attended with a most sad result to Patterson, as the injury to
his eyes resulted in total permanent blindness in both eyes.
Lieutenant Dustin, Sergeant H. L. Morrill. Corporal Newell
and H. E. Wisener were complimented for great gallantry dis-
played upon the oceasion.  Captain Jenks, Company D, killed
the leader of a band of citizens in ambush. in a hand-to-hand
encounter.

January 13th. All the available cavalry forces of the divis-
ion, under Colonel Gower, marched on an expedition to Yell-
ville. the county seat of Marion county, to again intercept
Marmaduke in his so far unsuccesstul retreat into Arkansax.
Marching thirty miles in storm and mud, we camped at night
without shelter. During the night the weather became cold.
At daylight on the morning of the 14th we passed through
Yellville, and camped at Talbot’s ferry. on White river, ten
miles distant east from Yellville. The weather is cold, and it
has commenced to snow. These notes are written in a deserted
house by firelight. Greene’s (rebel) forces are reported to be
in our rear. But Marmaduke has not yet put in an appear-
anee.

January 15th.  The ground is covered with snow, and still
snowing, freezing and growing colder. Countermarched in the
direction of Yellville. Leaving that town on the left, we
marched on the road to our camp near Carrollton. It was ex-
ceedingly cold all day, much like our northern winter days.
At night we camped at a hamlet ecalled Belfont. also called
Logtown, twenty miles from our camp.

On the 16th the weather had become colder. Many of the
soldiers' ears and toes had become frost-bitten. The mud and
water in the road had frozen solid, and horses, being ¢ smooth-
shod,” traveled with great difficulty. We reached our eamp
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near Carrollton about three o’clock p. M., having marched a
distance of one hundred miles, taken thirty-nine prisoners, and
captured a considerable amount of property.

January 17th. A supply train from Forsythville came up
and issued much needed rations. General Herron having left
the army, Colonel Gower assumed command of the Third Di-
vision. Marched in a northeasterly direction at ten o’clock,
and camped at night on a branch of White river, ten miles dis-
tant from Carrollton.

January 18th. A heavy sleet is now falling, making the
march very uncomfortable, To-day our line of march has been
among the hills, through a vast pine forest, almost uninhabited,
with no water during the last fifteen miles traveled. (Camped
late at night, on the mountain, at a Dr. Leighton’s saw mill, in
a drizzling rain.  The country through which we passed to-day
is called - the White river brakes.’

January 19th.  Marched this morning at nine o'clock. and
reached White river, oppoxite Forsyth, at three r. m. The
storm continues.  On account of the high stage of water we
cannot cross.  Camped on the banks.

January 22d.  The infantry crossed the river to-day by
means of a small ferry boat.  The cavalry attempted to cross
by swimming their horses.  Corporal James Robinson. Com-
pany A, was drowned while thus crossing.  After which, cross-
ing in thisx manner was abandoned. l

On the 24th the regiment crossed on the ferry hoat and
camped in the deserted town.  Forsyth in antebellum days was
a small, well built town. doing a thriving business.  White
river, at a high stage of water, is navigable to this place, which
made it quite an important shipping point. It is now entirely
deserted, and the vicinity infested with guerillas and despera-
doex.

The command remained here until February 16th, the regi-
ment doing scouting and outpost duty. Theodore LeBau, pri-
vate Company G, and James Wood, private Company K. died
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in regimental hospital. and were buried with military honors.
While in camp here, Zachariah E. Thomas, private Company
A, killed the notorious outlaw, Alf Boland, in a hand-to-hand
encounter. For this daring act Thomas was promoted to a
Lieutenantey in the Eleventh Missouri C':tvah'y.

On the morning of February 16th. the regiment with the
division, except Companies B and M and the Nineteenth Towa
Infantry, (which were ordered to remain here to hold the posi-
tion,) marched for Lake Springs, in Dent county, Missouri, ar-
riving at that place March 31st.  The following are extracts
from notes made during the march.

February 16th. Left Forsyth this morning at eight o'clock.
Regiment rear guard for train. A rainy day. Camped on
Swan creek, about ten miles distant north from Forsyth.

17th.  The march continued on Swan creek for a distance of
eight or ten miles, and reaching Elk Horn creek we camped
three miles from its mouth.  During the day we passed through
a small village called Swanville.  Distance marched, fifteen
miles.

18th. Marched at eight o'clock this morning, and camped
on Finley creek, about thirty miles east from Springfield, in
Webster county.  The roads are in a ** horrible condition.™ A
portion of our transportation has not come up.  Forage scarce
and our teams are suffering for the want of it.  Distance
marched, fifteen miles.

19th. A portion of the transportation has not vet come up,
and some of the companies are suffering for the want of tents
to protect them from the inclemency of the weather.  We are
now in camp in 2 nice position, on an eminence, in an oak
grove. A good supply of forage here.

20th.  Surgeon Cochran returned from leave of absence to
resume his duties as Medical Direetor of this division.

21st.  Snowing and quite cold.

22d.  Washington’s birthday. The people here are for the
told flag.”” The Eighth Regiment Missouri Cavalry was
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-aised in this vieinity, and many of them are visiting their
homes.

23d.  While privates Marchant. Company C. B. E. Lake,
Company I, E. Groom, Jesse Slough, G. W. Shaver and M.
R. Shaver, Company D, were on duty six miles from eamyp.
they were surprised and captured, with their horses. equipments
and arms, by a squad of the enemy dressed in our uniform.

24th.  Scouting party, under command of Chaptain Chase,
Company C, was sent out this morning in the direction of For-
syth. A stormy evening.

25th.  The weather continues stormy and a high wind pre-
vails.  This evening our bugler and Charlie Barlow, Company
F. called at the hospital and most agreeably entertained us in
the way of music.

26th. 'This morning the sun is shining, and the weather
pleasant—springlike.

27th. Cloudy this evening, with indications of another
storm.  Scouting party which had been sent out in the direc-
tion of Forsyth returned to-day. and a detail from the regiment
sent to Springfield.

28th. It rained hard all night, and continued at intervals
to-day. A scouting party of 50 men ordered out. The five
men who were captured on the 25th returned to camp on foot.
having been paroled.

March 1st.  Weather variable, with high winds. A large
scouting party has been ordered out. to report tomorrow
morning at eight o’clock.

March 2d. The command marched this mornmg at eight
o'clock in an easterly direction. The scouting party ordered to
report this morning will act as vanguard to the army.  Camped
at three o’clock r. M. on Baker's creek. the **head waters™ of
the Gasconade viver. It has been a cold, blustering day. A
part of the transportation did not come up. Company E. the
rear guard, is with it.  Distance marched. twelve miles.  Lo-
«ated hospital at Joseph Spencer’s house—a rebel.
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March 3d. Marched this morning at seven o’clock, and
amped on Wolf creek, a branch of the Gasconade river, eight
miles southwest from Hartville, the county seat of Wright
county, and fifteen miles southeast from Hazelwood, in Web-
ster county. Company E, with the delayed transportation, has
not yet come up. Distance marched, eight miles.

March 4th.  Weather this morning quite cold.  Marched at
seven o’clock. Rear guard with transportation came up to-day.
Camped about two o'clock p. M., at a small town called Moun-
tain Grove, in the southeastern part of Wright county, seven-
teen miles southwest from Hartville, and about one mile from
Mountain Store. another small town in Texas county. The
town (Mountain Grove) is pleasantly situated on one of the ex-
tensive plateaus of the Ozark range, covered with groves of
small oak timber. The country in this vicinity is one succes-
sion of peaks and valleys. A large spring near the town sup-
plies it with clear. pure water. A\ seminary. called -+The
Mountain Grove Seminary.” is located here. but was closed at
the outbreak of the rebellion. It is reported to have been n
flourishing institution of learning, and sufliciently large to ac-
commodate one hundred students. The town was a hot-bed of
secessionists, and is now nearly deserted.  Distance marched
to-day, eighteen miles.

The army remained at thix place until the 16th.  Scouting
parties were frequently sent out in various directions. and many
of the enemy taken prisoners. Forage was very scarce; trains
were sent out twelve miles to obtain it. Henry C. Skinner,
private Company G, and Sergeant William Brim. Company I,
died in regimental hospital here in camp, and were buried with
military honors.

The Second Division of the army was in camp near the town
of Bloomington, called also Waldo and Lick Skillet, near Ha-
zelwood. on a branch of the Gasconade river, in Webster county.
about fifteen miles to the northeast from our camp.  Our camp
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is located on a small stream called Whetstone creek, another
branch of the Gasconade river.

March 6th. A stormy, blustering day. Our horses have
suffered more from exposure yesterday and to-day than at any
time on the march. Our forage train was fired upon to-day.
A large scouting party has been sent out under Colonel Ber-
tram, Twentieth Wisconsin Infantry.

March Tth.  Stormy and windy. Last night was another
severe night for our horses.

March 8th. Storm continues. A **blue day.”” Secouting
party returned with seven prisoners, among whom was a Cap-
tain in General Hindman’s army.

March 16th. The command marched this morning in an
easterly direction, and camped on a branch of the Big Piney
fork of the Gasconade river, near a small town called Cedar
Blufts, in Texas county.

March 17th. Marched and camped at Pleasant Valley, on a
hranch of the Current river, about fifteen miles in an easterly
direction from Houston, the county seat of Texas county.

March 18th. Marched this morning at seven o’clock, and
camped about noon at a place called Casta Valley, near the
eastern line of Texas county. There is a great scarcity of water
and forage here, and our animals are suffering in conscquence.
Daniel Hopper, private of Company G, died at this camp, and
was buried with military honors.  Distance marched, twelve
miles.

March 19th.  Marched this morning at seven o'clock in a
northeasterly direction. Crossed Current river and camped at
Gladden Valley, on Barren fork of Sinking creek. near a small
town called Richmond Hill, in Shannon county. Distance
marched. fifteen miles. Gladden Valley is situated forty-five
miles southeast from Rolla. seventy-five miles southwest from
Ironton, and fifteen miles north from Eminence, the county seat
of this county. The command vemained here until the 30th.
While in camp at this place the regiment received 250 Colts”
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improved army revolvers, 500 sabers, and 600 Sharp’s breech-
loading carbines.  For the first time during its service its arma-
ment is nearly complete. Previous to this time almost every
description of arms could be found in it, from a Philadelphia
rifle to the original horse pistol.

March 20th. To-day received commission as Assistant Sur-
geon of the regiment. Sworn into the United States service
by Acting Adjutant Lieutenant George M. Walker, Company
D. All the effective force of the command is ordered to be
ready to march on an expedition to Oregon county to-morrow
morning.

March 21st.  Marched this morning at seven o'clock in a
southerly direction, passing our camping ground of yesterday.
and camped on Jack’s fork, a branch of Current river.  Distance
marched, forty miles.

March 22d.  Marched this morning at daylight. crossing
Jack’s fork at a saw mill, and after marching about cighteen
miles camped on the farm of a German farmer in Howard
county, near Kings mountain, about twenty-five miles distant
northwest from Thomasville. the county seat of Oregon county.
We are on the road leading from Thomasville to Houston in
Texas county. It has heen storming all day. and the roads are
exceedingly muddy.

March 23d. Rained all night, and still raining. Passed a
most uncomfortable night. A scouting party of 75 men or-
dered out, and the balance of the command to countermarch.
The rain storm is very severe. Camped on camping ground of
the 21st, on Jack’s forks.

March 24th. Marched at daylight, and camped at night at
the foot of a high hill, as one enters Gladden Valley from the
south. Distance marched, twenty-cight miles.

March 25th.  Marched this morning at sunrise. Crossing
Current river, we arrived in camp at Gladden Valley before
noon.  Distance marched, twelve miles. There are numerous

passes among these mountains, and it is almost impossible to
14
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intercept any small force of the enemy desiring to march
through them.

March 28th.  William Andrews, private Company C, died
in regimental hospital to-day, and was buried with military
honors. About four miles east from our camp a magnificent
spring issues from beneath a high ledge of rocks, throwing out
an immense volume of water. It furnishes power for a flour-
ing mill, and is the fountain head of Beaver ereek, a branch of
Current river.

March 30th. The army marched this morning at eight
o'clock, and camped at three o’clock P. M., about seven miles
south from Salem, on the road leading to Rolla. Distance
marched, ten miles.

March 31st.  Marched this morning at seven o’clock on the
road leading to Rolla. Passed through Salem, and camped
at about ‘three p. M. at a place called Laketon. Distance
marched, nineteen miles. Salem is the county seat of Dent
county. It is a small town. and said to have been in a flour-
ishing condition before the war. A female seminary, a few
stores and a hotel are located here. The town is nearly de-
serted.  The huildings are now occupied by a force of the State
militia.  Laketon ix a hamlet situated on the Meramec creek or
river. about thirteen miles south from Rolla, near the northern
line of Dent county. A large female academy is located
at this place but is now closed.  Our camp is called Lake
Springs from the fact that a very large spring, forming a small
lake, and furnishing sufficient water for the army, is situated
near the camp. The regiment remained here in camp until
June 11th, scouting. and doing picket and outpost service.

April 2d.  Received official notice of the appointment of
Surgeon Cochran as Medieal Director of the Army of the
Frontier.

April 9th.  George Hollingsworth, private Company D, died
in regimental hospital to-day, and was buried with military

honors.
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April 19th. To-day Assistant Surgeon Allen received his
commission as Surgeon of the Thirtieth lowa Infantry. A
most worthy promotion.

April 21st. A detachment of 500 men of the First lowa
Cavalry, and 250 of the Eighth Missouri Cavalry, under com-
mand of Major Caldwell, First Towa Cavalry, with no trans-
portation. marched to join an expedition under Brigadier
General Vandever, to attack General Marmaduke in his raid
into southeastern Missouri. Marmaduke is reported to be in
the vieinity of Pilot Knob, in Iron county, with a force of
7,000 cavalry and artillery. The following are extracts from
my notes made during that expedition.

April 21st.  Left camp at three o'clock r. M. Marched
fourteen miles and eamped at eight o'clock, two miles east of
Salem, on the road leading to Ironton and Pilot Knob. At
this camp we were joined by the First, Sixth and Seventh Mis-
souri Cavalry Regiments, Battery —. First Missouri Light
Artillery, and three howitzers.

April 22d.  Marched at four o’clock this morning. the regi-
ment being the advance guard.  Passed Howe's Mill on Huzza's
creek, and camped on Cottery creek about seven p. M. Dis-
tance marched, twenty-six miles.

April 23d. Marched this morning at xix o'clock.  One
hundred of the First Towa Cavalry have been ordered to report
to General Vandever as body guard. Passed through O K. a
small deserted town. It was formerly quite a < business™
place. A pottery wax located here, and quite a business car-
ried on in grape culture and the manufacture of wine. Ar-
rived at Pilot Knob at three o'clock p. M.  Distance marched,
thirty miles. The people are very much excited, fearing an
immediate attack by General Marmaduke’s forces.  Telegraphic
communication with St. Louis has been cut off by the enemy.
and alarms are frequent. !

April 25th.  Reveille sounded this morning at three o’clock,
and boots and saddles at four o’clock. Not finding the enemy
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at this place, the command marched at twelve o’clock M., and
camped at Fredericktown, the county seat of Madison county,
at four o’clock p. M., marching a distance of twenty-one miles.

April 26th.  Marched this morning at six o’clock.  Passed
through a small town called Paton, in Bollinger county, about
noon, (this place was the rebel camp of yesterday,) and bivou-
acked about three miles from Jackson, the county seat of Cape
Girardeau county, and one mile from the enemy’s camp.  Dis-
tance marched, thirty-six miles. General Marmaduke attacked
the city of Cape Girardeau, but having been defeated by Gren-
eral MeNeil, commanding that post, he had fallen back toward
Jackson, supposing that his line of retreat was a safe one—not
knowing that a force within a short distance was already mak-
ing preparations to destroy that portion of his army, camped
so dangerously near it. It was Colonel Newton’s regiment of
General Burbridge's command. They were camped on the
road leading from Jackson to Dallas, the county seat of Bol-
linger county.

A midnight attack was planned, the details of which were
entrusted to the First Iowa Cavalry.  Lieutenant Hursh, Com-
pany F. with 20 men and two howitzers loaded with grape and
anister, quietly made their way, captaring their pickets, to
within about thirty yards of the unsuspecting rebels, and dis-
charged simultaneously howitzers and earbines into their camp,
and before they had rvecovered from their surprise the First
Towa Cavalry charged upon the thoroughly demoralized men.
In their haste to eseape everything was left behind.  Many were
kllled ; fifty-three horses, arms. camp equipage. and several
thousand dollars’ worth of stolen property. were captured. It
was a most brilliant affair, and our First Cavalry received most
tlattering commendations for their dashing and daring midnight
attack.

The exploit of marching nearly forty miles during the day.
and with searcely a halt, successfully attacking and destroying
acamp of a greatly superior force at midnight, and at dawn the
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next morning in the saddle and in full pursuit of the retreating
foe, is not found recorded elsewhere in the history of the
rebellion.

April 27th.  Marched at daylight. Marmaduke in his re-
treat is endeavoring to prevent pursuit by burning and destroy-
ing bridges in his rear.  Our advance is so close upon him
that the work is not effectually performed. Skirmishing con-
tinned throughout the day. He has succeeded in destroying
the bridge at the crossing of White Water river, and we are
obliged to camp for the night.

April 28th.  Bridge repaired by General MeNeil's forces.
which came up as reinforcements last night. with a supply train.
As we had been ordered out with but five days’ rations, and
this being the eighth day out, it can well be imagined that the
appearance of a commissary train was most welcome.  There
was very little food to be obtained from the country through
which we were marching. It wax an unproductive region at
the best, and the rebel army had devoured what little had been
produced.  Our rations had become entirely exhausted and we
were exceedingly hungry.  Crossed White Water river at noon,
and marched all night in a rain storm. stopping for a few min-
ates to feed our horses.  Our march was necessarily slow and
uncomfortable.

April 29th.  Reached Spring Hill, a small town near Pike-
ton, in Stoddard county. five miles from Castor Creek Ford,
Arrived at the ford this afternoon. Here the enemy made a
determined resistance. but were in a short time compelled to
abandon their position, and a portion of the command  crossed
this evening. The regiment with a battery remained until
morning to protect the ford.

April 30th.  Crossed Castor creek this morning, and marched
all day and a portion of the night on a very bad road, and
amped twenty-seven miles from the ford.

May 1st. The regiment having the advance this morning, it
attacked the rear of the enemy, at a place about forty miles
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distant from Chalk Blufts, a small town at a crossing of the St.
Francis river. At Bloomfield and other places the enemy
formed in line of battle, but was immediately driven from his
position by the regiment, and the retreat and pursuit renewed.
In this manner the fighting continued all day, and until night
prevented further operations. The distance covered by thix
running fight was thirty-seven miles, to a place about three
miles distant from Chalk Bluffs. The loss of the regiment was
three wounded—Sergeant William Hunter and private William
George, Company K, and private Charles D. Esson, Company
L. (Sergeant Hunter died in general hospital at Cape Gi-
rardeau, from the effects of his wound, May 25th.) The cne-
my’s loss severe, but not known.

May 2d. The wounded were sent to a small town passed
yesterday called Four Mile. The enemy crossed the river last
night and this morning under cover of their batteries. our forces
skirmishing with them to the bank of the river. The loss of
the regiment was two wounded—privates Milton S. Clark and
Theodore Y. Creamer, Company I.

Having driven the enemy out of the State and across the St.
Francis river, the command countermarched and camped nine
miles distant from Chalk Bluffs, on the road leading to Bloom-
field, the county seat of Stoddard county, taking all the
wounded with us in ambulances.

May 3d. Marched this morning and arrived at Bloomfield
at three o’clock ». .. at which place a temporary hospital was
established and the wounded cared for. Distance marched.
twenty-four miles.  Bloomfield is thirty-three miles distant
north from Chalk Bluffs. ) .

May 4th. Marched this morning at six o'clock. The
ambulances containing the wounded, with a large escort. were
ordered to take the advance, for the purpose of reaching Cape
Girardeau as speedily as possible. The roads are bad, and
progress slow on account of the condition of the roads and a
severe rain storm. We stopped for the night at a farm house
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twenty-two miles from Cape Girardeau, at which place the
wounded were well provided for. Distance marched, twenty-
eight miles.

May 5th. Marched this morning at six o’clock.  Still rain-
ing. Arrived at Cape Girardeau at four o’clock ». M., and the
wounded taken to general hospital. Distance marched, twenty-
two miles.

Cape Girardeau is quite a large city, situated on the west
bank of the Mississippi river, in the southeastern part of Cape
Girardeau county. It is quite an extensive depot for army
supplies, which fact attracted Marmaduke’s attention, resulting
in an attempt to capture the place. The inhabitants are mostly
(GGerman and French. A nunnery and Catholic school for
young ladies are located here. Many fine residences adorn the
place.

May 6th. The regiment with the command arrived to-day.

The regiment remained here until the Sth. At three o’clock
r. M. on the 8th it marched on a countermarch to camp at Lake
Springs— Colonel Wickersham, Tenth Illinois Cavalry, in com-
mand of division, and Major Caldwell, First Iowa Cavalry, in
command of our brigade. Camped at seven o'clock r. M. on
the noted night charge battle field.  Distance marched, thirteen
miles.

May 9th. Marched at six o’clock this morning on the road
leading to Pilot Knob, reaching that place on the 10th at
twelve o'clock M., having marched sixty miles.

We remained here until the 12th, at which time the regi-
ment, with the Eighth Missouri Cavalry, marched on the road
to Rolla, and camped on our camping ground of April 22d.
A stormy night. Oceupied quarters with Major Caldwell in a
corn crib.  Distance marched, twenty-six miles.

May 13th. Marched this morning in a rain storm, and
camped at five o'clock r. M. on the camping ground of April
21st, one mile east of Salem.

May 14th. Marched at six o’clock and reached our camp at
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Lake Springs at ten o'clock A. m.. having been absent twenty-
four days, marched a distance of five hundred miles. and for six
days engaged in a continuous running fight.

During this time the detachment suffered on account of a
lack of a supply of rations, having been without a supply for
nearly three days

and from the inclemency of the weather,
having no tents to protect us from the severe rain storms en-
countered during the march.

On our return to camp we received a most hearty welcome
from the <¢ boys,”" and the *:reunion '’ exercises extended far
into the night.

A copy of an interesting letter written by Lieutenant Charles
W. W. Dow. Company F, to his father and family at Iowa
City, Towa, dated at Lake Springs, Mo., May 28th, 1863, in
reference to the **moonlight charge’* near the town ot Jackson,
and the subsequent pursuit of General Marmaduke’s forces to
Chalk Bluffs, on the St. Francis river, is here inserted.

COPY OF A LETTER SENT HOME.
THIRD DIvISION ARMY OF THE FRONTIER,
Camr LAKE SPRINGs, May 28th. 1863.
Dear Mother and Father. Brothers and Sisters : i

Reading an article in the Missouri Democrat this morning brought
me to a consciousness that I had not written home for some time. It
was entitled <+ A Mother Waiting for the News.” [t brought forcibly to
my mind that I ought immediately to write home, which I proceed to
do.

My health is good ; the health of the company and regiment is also
very good. Our company has but one man in hospital, and he is get-
ting well fast. Dick Hoxie left here for home on furlough on the 16th,
and | suppose has arrived safe. He will tell you all the news of the
camp, which is scanty.

As for some little account of our last scout. I will try and give at
least what [ know if nothing more.

On the 2Ist day of April. 1863. we were lying in camp at Lake
Springs, Dent county, Missouri, recruiting our horses and enjoying a
soldier's life generally, when orders were received to be ready to march
at 12 3., without wagons or camp equipage. with five days’ rations.
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All prepared themselves for the march, for inactivity is surely the bane
of a volunteer soldier’s life,

At about half-past three p. M. we were in line ready for the march.
The Eighth Missouri Cavalry, First Battalion of the First Missouri Cav-
alry, and the Sixth Missouri Cavalry, joined us on the road, being all
at this camp, and we started we knew not where. Dame rumor said
Marmaduke with 7,000 men were marching on Pilot Knob, which we
were to reinforce, (which rumor after arriving at the Knob proved
true.) We camped the night of the 21st half a mile from a little town
called Salem, fifteen miles from [ake Springs. We were here joined
by all of the cavalry of the Second Division and one battery of six
pieces light artillery, making our force about 2,100 cavalry and six
guns. About three p. M. on the 23d we arrived at Pilot Knob, distance
from our camp eighty-seven miles, where we found the forces there
expecting an assault hourly.

We encamped, or rather laid out, being placed out half a mile on a
main road leading to Buford from Lesterville, sonthwest from the Knob,
where we remained. We were under the command of General Vande-
ver, Major Caldwell commanding our regiment, consisting of 480 men
all told. We found about two regiments of infantry, and between two
and three regiments of cavalry, with about twelve pieces cannon. We
were soon joined by reinforcements from St. Louis with artillery.

Report says the forces of Marmaduke and Price have formed a junc-
tion and are advancing with from 18,000 to 24,000 men, and God knows
how many more. < Oh, rumor, what a liar!”

The whole command keep constantly saddled, with bridles on the
horses’ necks, and three days’ rations in the saddle-bags.

24th. Communication by telegraph said to be cut oftf from St. Louis.
which makes matters worse than ever.

General McNeil started from Bloomfield to reinforce us, but was
driven back by Marmaduke, and he has fallen back to Cape Girardeau,
to which place General Marmaduke (finding us at Pilot Knob so well
prepared) started for with the intention of taking that place before
reinforcements could arrive.

25th. But we were soon on his heels, hearing from our scouts of his
movements, He arrived there and sent in a flag of truce for the town
to surrender. McNeil refused of course, when the enemy commenced
shelling the town and mud forts there. They held out. and Marma-
duke, knowing that he had but little time to spare, for Vandever, with
the flower of the cavalry of the Army of the Frontier. who have never

been whipped, are already found gnawing at his rear.
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After a few ineffectual attempts to take the Cape, and being repulsed
at every point, and by greatly inferior numbers, he began to retreat
towards Bloomfield, making his way south, leaving a few men before
the Cape to hide his movements and so keep McNeil from forming a
junction with Vandever. We heard their cannonading and pushed on to
give the beseiged help.

26th. About ten P. M. our forces came upon the main body of the
enemy in full retreat toward Bloomfield ; the enemy, not knowing of our
close proximity, camped at Jackson, leaving one regiment about two
miles out for a strong picket guard. About half-past eleven o’clock r.
M., a clear, moonlight night, Company F. First lowa Cavalry, was
ordered to prepare to make a charge on this outpost regiment with
sabers. Immediately all our forage tied on behind us was cut loose,
sabers were drawn, and with scabbards under our legs to prevent rat-
tling or any noise, the company formed in a column of fours and moved
silently forward going into the timber on a slight road. The moon
shone beautifully. What my thoughts were at that time is my biz; not
a thought of danger or fear crossed my mind. In the meantime a small
howitzer was wheeled up to the front of our column to fire the first shot,
loaded almost to the muzzle with small shot, etc. Our mode of attack
was, eight men on the right were to fire their carbines on the enemy
(after the howitzer), at the same time the balance were to charge and
cut down all who opposed. Soon we were within a short distance of
where they had lain down. We had avoided some and captured others
of their pickets, thus preventing an alarm. We could hear them talk-
ing, we were so close. One cuss says, ‘*1 say Bill, ain’t this a nice
place to sleep?’ Another. playing cards, says, ‘*My trick, by God.”
Another, * Whoa, God damn you,” to his horse. The brush was very
thick between us and them, and I wondered not a little how we could
get through. My wonder ceased by hearing the order from Lieutenant
Hursh, (who commanded the company and the eight men in front, while
I had command of the reserve for charging,) to wheel to the right and
fire. Boom! went the little brass devil. Bang! bang! bang! went the
carbines. ‘Charge!” and we were upon them. And now commenced
a scene it is impossible to describe. Every man there was a man. The
vebs fired one volley. scattering like chaff, without arms, hats, shoes,
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